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FOREWORD

Dr.Ishari K Ganesh
Chancellor

Vels Institute of Science, Technology and Advanced Studies (VISTAS), Deemed-to-be
University, was established in 2008 under section 3 of the Act of 1956 of the University Grants
Commission(UGC), Government of India, New Delhi.
VISTAS has blossomed into a multi-disciplinary Institute offering more than 100 UG & PG
Programmes, besides Doctoral Programmes, through 18 Schools and 46 Departments. All the
Programmes have the approval of the relevant Statutory Regulating Authorities such as UGC,
UGC-DEB, AICTE, PCI, BCI, NCTE and DGS.
Our University aims to provide innovative syllabi and industry-oriented courses, and hence, the
revision of curricula is a continuous process. The revision is initiated based on the requirement
and approved by the Board of Studies of the concerned Department/School. The courses are
under Choice Based Credit Systems, which enables students to have adequate freedom to
choose the subjects based on their interests.
| am pleased to inform you that VISTAS has been rendering its services to society to
democratize the opportunities of higher education for those who are in need through Open and
Distance Learning (ODL) mode. VISTAS ODL Programmes offered have been approved by the
University Grants Commission (UGC) — Distance Education Bureau (DEB), New Delhi.

The Curriculum and Syllabi have been approved by the Board of Studies, Academic Council,
and the Executive Committee of the VISTAS, and they are designed to help provide
employment opportunities to the students.
The ODL Programme [B.A(Hons)-Economics and B.A(Hons)-English] Study Materials have
been prepared in the Self Instructional Mode (SIM) format as per the UGC-DEB (ODL & OL)
Regulations 2020. It is highly helpful to the students, faculties and other professionals. It gives
me immense pleasure to bring out the ODL programme with the noble aim of enriching learners’
knowledge. | extend my congratulations and appreciation to the Programme Coordinator and
the entire team for bringing up the ODL Programme in an elegant manner.
At this juncture, | am glad to announce that the syllabus of this ODL Programme has been made
available on our website, www.vistascdoe.in, for the benefit of the student community and
other knowledge seekers. | hope that this Self Learning Materials (SLM) will be a supplement to
the academic community and everyone.

CHANCELLOR



FOREWORD

Dr.S.Sriman Narayanan
Vice-Chancellor

My Dear Students!

Open and Distance Learning (ODL) of VISTAS gives you the flexibility to acquire a University
degree without the need to visit the campus often. VISTAS-CDOE involves the creation of an
educational experience of qualitative value for the learner that is best suited to the needs
outside the classroom. My wholehearted congratulations and delightful greetings to all those
who have availed themselves of the wonderful leveraged opportunity of pursuing higher
education through this Open and Distance Learning Programme.

Across the World, pursuing higher education through Open and Distance Learning Systems is
on the rise. In India, distance education constitutes a considerable portion of the total enroliment
in higher education, and innovative approaches and programmes are needed to improve it
further, comparable to Western countries where close to 50% of students are enrolled in higher
education through ODL systems.

Recent advancements in information and communications technologies, as well as digital
teaching and e-learning, provide an opportunity for non-traditional learners who are at a
disadvantage in the Conventional System due to age, occupation, and social background to
upgrade their skills. VISTAS has a noble intent to take higher education closer to the oppressed,
underprivileged women and the rural folk to whom higher education has remained a dream for a
long time.

| assure you all that the Vels Institute of Science, Technology and Advanced Studies would
extend all possible support to every registered student of this Deemed-to-be University to
pursue her/his education without any constraints. We will facilitate an excellent ambience for
your pleasant learning and satisfy your learning needs through our professionally designed
curriculum, providing Open Educational Resources, continuous mentoring and assessments by
faculty members through interactive counselling sessions.

VISTAS, Deemed- to- be University, brings to reality the dreams of the great poet of modern
times, Mahakavi Bharathi, who envisioned that all our citizens be offered education so that the
globe grows and advances forever.

| hope that you achieve all your dreams, aspirations, and goals by associating yourself with our
ODL System for never-ending continuous learning.

With warm regards,
VICE-CHANCELLOR



Course Introduction

The Course DLENG-31: English-Ill has been divided into five Blocks and again each
Blocks is divided in to 4 Units. Thus this Course has 20 Units.

In Block-1, the Unit-1 deals with History of Drama in Literature and Unit-2- presents
about the Types of Drama, Unit-3 describes about Elements of Drama and Unit-4
explains about the Features of Modern Drama

In Block-2, Unit-5 deals with Introduction to William Shakespeare, Unit-6 deals with
Introduction to W.W. Jacob, Unit-7 presents about Shakespeare - Funeral Oration (Act
[Il Scene II) Julius Caesar and Unit-8 explains about W.W. Jacob’s Monkey’s Paws,

In Block-3, Unit-9 describes about the Reading Comprehension and Unit-10 deals with
Reading Skills, Unit-11 deals with Types and Methods of Reading Skills and Unit-12
deals with Hints Development

In Block-4, Unit-13 presents about Introduction to Writing, Unit-14 explains about
Introduction to Reading, Unit-15 describes about Introduction to Precis Writing and Unit-
16 deals with Introduction to Note Taking

In Block-5, Unit-17 presents about Introduction to Essay Writing, Unit-18 explains about
Types of Essay Writing, Unit-19 describes about Steps of Essay Writing and Unit-20
deals with Essay on Current Topics
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Block-1: Introduction

Block-1: Drama - has been divided in to four Units.

Unit-1: History of Drama in Literature deals with Introduction, Ancient
Greeks and Romans Period, Medieval and Elizabethan Period, Modern
and Post-Modern Period, Problem Play, Realistic Drama and Poetic
Drama, Epic Theatre, The Theatre of Absurd and the Classical Sanskrit
Theatre.

Unit-2: Types of Drama explains about Introduction, Types of Drama
— Tragedy, Comedy, Tragic Comedy, Melodrama and the Musical
Drama.

Unit- 3: Elements of Drama describes about Introduction,
Theme/Thought, Plot, Characters, Dialogue/Diction, Visual
Element/Spectacle, Music/Song and the Dramatic Monologues.

Unit-4: Features of Modern Drama presents about Introduction,
Beginning of Modern Drama, Theory and Elements of Modern Drama,
Famous Modern Plays, History of Modern Drama, History and
Biographical Plays.

In all the units of Block -1 Drama, the Check your progress, Glossary,
Answers to Check your progress and Suggested Reading has been
provided and the Learners are expected to attempt all the Check your
progress as part of study.



Unit-1

History of Drama in Literature
STRUCTURE
Overview
Objectives
1.1. Introduction
1.2. Ancient Greeks and Romans Period
1.3. Medieval and Elizabethan Period
1.4. Modern and Post-Modern Period
1.5. Problem Play, Realistic Drama and Poetic Drama
1.6. Epic Theatre
1.7. The Theatre of Absurd
1.8. Classical Sanskrit Theatre
Let Us Sum Up
Check your progress
Glossary
Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

The unit details the history of drama. They are categorized and labelled
as Ancient Greeks and Romans Period, Medieval Period, Elizabethan
Period, Modern and Post-Modern Period, Problem Play and the Realistic
Drama Poetic Drama.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To learn about theatre and performing arts and transform simple
stories into wonderful scripts.

To impart knowledge of pronunciation, intonation as well as
storytelling.

To strengthen the use of drama and art in education.

1.1. Introduction

Drama, popularly understood as a performing art, is one of the major
modes of representation of fiction. Alternatively, drama is also a genre of
visual and written media, used for comparatively serious narrative fiction.
However, drama in literature is characterized by a narrative with
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dialogues and performances. Whether enacted in theatres, radio shows
or incorporated into written media, drama is all around us.

1.2. Ancient Greeks and Romans Period

One can trace drama straight back to the Ancient Greece, where
Western drama originated. The cultural city of Athens mainly produced
three types of drama- tragedy, comedy and satyr play. The exact origin
of drama or plays is obscure, as is the custom for so many cultural
traditions. However, drama as a mode of celebration was
institutionalized in Athens in the 5th century BC through competitions to
honour the God Dionysus. From the ancient period, only the works of a
few dramatists remain to this day. Some of them are: The tragedians,
Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, The comic writers, Aristophanes,
Menander.

1.3. Medieval Period and Elizabethan Period

In the medieval period, churches took it upon themselves to popularize
drama by encouraging enactments of biblical events. These types of
drama would require two groups to sing in Latin and by the 11th century,
this type of drama spread through the whole of Europe and even Russia.
In the middle ages, plays were generally religious in thematic contexts
because they served as important means of disseminating religious
codes and education. However, secular and morality plays were also
popular.

The 16th and 17th century England was perhaps the most important
period for drama. At this time, most plays were written in verses in
iambic pentameter. It is a type of metric line used in poetry and verse
drama. It specifies the rhythm or meter in a particular line. In addition to
William Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, Thomas Middleton and Ben
Jonson are important playwrights of this period.

The themes of such plays were largely drawn from the mythology of
Ancient Greece or Roman mythology. Scene from Romeo and Juliet,
English Restoration Comedies in the period of the 17th and 18th
centuries were also popular, bringing on the renaissance of English
drama in literature. Stealing from Greeks, Romans and other European
counterparts, sexual explicitness, urbane, cosmopolitan wit, current
topical literature, and dense, busy storylines marked English Restoration
Comedies. During the second wave of Restoration comedy in the 1690s,
William Congreve and John Vanbrugh's “softer” plays sought to appeal
to a more socially diversified audience with a large middle-class
element, as well as female viewers.



1.4. Modern and Postmodern Period

Innovative branches of drama led by Norwegian Henrik Ibsen and
German Bertolt Brecht marked the 19th and 20th centuries. These plays
were marked by realist and modern, experimental themes, social
critique. Some important playwrights of this period are George Bernard
Shaw, Arthur Miller, Antonin Artaud and others. Expression of drama or
the language of drama stems from the understanding and context of the
text depicted. Different types of drama in literature have different
expressions. It can be ritualistic and exaggerated or parallel the motion
pictures. It is mentioned that the authors of ancient Greek ceremonial
theatre who wrote in verses and it is thought that their Performers
delivered this in an incantatory manner midway between speech and
song. The result of such rhythmic word delivery was to raise the tone of
the entire theatre to that of religious adoration.

Drama is strongly linked to literature, so much so that the two are
practically inseparable. For an instance, the play Hamlet has both
dramatic and literary value. Drama can reach an audience in two ways:
by way of hearing, by way of sight. Consequently, drama is broadly of
two types: The drama of action, the drama of literature. Dialogues and
scenes are written particularly to appeal to the reader. In this, dramatists
follow the narrative via written performance and build tension around the
plot. For an instance, Hamlet. The people will keep on wondering
whether Prince Hamlet will ever revenge his father's death and free
himself of his bothersome ghosts and visions of floating daggers by
slaying the play’'s antagonist Claudius.

Mime is the art of demonstrating an action with an object that doesn’t
exist. It's a very disciplined and precise act. The actor must pay real
attention to detail for it to be effective. If you want the audience to
‘believe’ you're using an object, make sure that it doesn't just simply
‘vanish’ after you've finished with it. If you're miming drinking at a party
and then need your hands for something else, put the imaginary glass
down first. The set can also be mimed and again, the same principles
apply. If a table is mimed the actors need to be fully aware of where that
‘table’ is onstage. They mustn't move through it or the illusion is broken.
They should all be able to place things on it so we see that it is a
consistent size and height.

Messy mime can look amateurish. If you do use mime in a piece of
theatre, ensure that you practice making your movements precise so
that the audience can clearly see what it is you are doing. Mime making
a cup of tea.

10



Think of every stage you would go through, from picking up and filling
the kettle, through adding milk and stirring the tea to finally drinking it.
Really pay attention to detail and be as precise in your movements as
possible. Write down the steps you took to make the cup of tea. Did you
forget anything?

A gesture is a defined movement which clearly communicates meaning.
Shaking a fist communicates anger, a curled finger beckoning means
‘come here’ and blowing a kiss is an affectionate gesture. Gestures are
usually made with the arms and hands, but not always. Kicking a chair
away could be seen as a gesture of defiance. Victorian melodrama used
over the top and exaggerated gestures but a contemporary play might
use more subtle gestures. Used with effective body language and facial
expression, gesture can be powerful in communicating emotion.

1.5. Problem Play, Realistic Drama and Poetic Drama

The term ‘problem play’ is applied to plays that treat some social or
moral problem and the end of these plays compel the readers to think
intelligently on the issue. The term was coined by Sydney. Grundy used
it in a disparaging sense for the intellectual drama of the nineties. This is
the popular form of drama emerged during nineteenth century and its
popularity is increasing rapidly because of the growing complexity in life
and great change in the view points. This is a kind of play that directly
appeals to thoughtful minds and contributes largely to human progress
but for creating dramatic effects, it over- simplifies problems and
becomes over-melodramatic.

Wrong and injustice inflicted by the society are the chief elements of
problem play. The problem playwrights focus on needless torture and
suffering imposed by the law of the particular land and firmly adhered to
the dictums of justice and equality to all. The major problems tackled in
these plays are rampant in the society of that time i.e. crime, injustice,
conservatism, economic slavery of women, domestic life and
relationship, poverty and revolt of youths. The bold treatment of real life
and society in these plays bigoted a powerful criticism of society, law
and life in the works of T. W Roberston, Henry Arthur Jones, Henrik
Ibsen, Granville Backer, St John Hankin, John Galsworthy, George
Bernard Shaw, etc.

Realism, in theatre, was meant to be a direct observation of human
behaviour. It began as a way to make theatre more useful to society, a
way to hold a mirror up to society. Because of this thrust towards the
“real” playwrights started wusing more contemporary settings,
backgrounds and characters.
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Realism in the theatre was a general movement that began in 19th-
century theatre, around the 1870s, and remained present through much
of the 20th century. It developed a set of dramatic and theatrical
conventions with the aim of bringing a greater fidelity of real life to texts
and performances. Realism aims to interpret the actualities of any
aspect of life, free from subjective prejudice, idealism, or romantic
colour. It is in direct opposition to concerns of the unusual, the basis of
Romanticism. Realism attempted to depict things as they actually are
which contrasted with the previously dominant aesthetic of romanticism.

Naturalism attempted to depict things realistically, but focused on
determinism, or the inability of people to resist their circumstances.
Characters speak in naturalistic, authentic dialogue without verse or
poetic styling, and acting is meant to emulate human behaviour in real
life. Part of a broader artistic movement, it includes Naturalism and
Socialist realism. Examples of Novels in Literary Realism: The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Mark Twain), House of Mirth (Edith
Wharton), the Jungle (Upton Sinclair), the Red Badge of Courage
(Stephen Crane), Daisy Miller (Henry James), the Call of the Wild (Jack
London), Middlemarch (George Eliot), Vanity Fair (William Makepeace
Thackeray)

Elements of Literary Realism are: Realistic characters and setting,
Comprehensive detail about everyday occurrences, Plausible plot (a
story that could happen in your town), Real dialects of the area,
Character development important, Importance in depicting social class.
Disease and poverty were common in realistic dramas. The denouement
is the end of the play, which is plausible and valid. There is a general
action pattern that is repeated in each act. In realist drama emphasis is
placed on the depth of characters. It is characterized for its non-
stereotypical characters that enhance the realism of the play. The cast of
characters has a great deal to do with defining a character’'s personality
and conduct.

Realism is the movement toward representing reality as it is, in art.
Realistic drama is an attempt to portray life on stage, a movement away
from the conventional melodramas and sentimental comedies of the
1700s. It is expressed in theatre through the use of symbolism,
character development, Non-realistic drama defines a theatrical style
that revolves around wide-ranging existentialist philosophies and
theories regarding the absurdity of human life. In an attempt to express
the point that, in a godless universe, human life is futile, these plays
reveal to the audience a world in which a man is born with himself and
nothing else.
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Poetic drama combines both the qualities of poetry and drama that give
deep impact of dramatist's emotions on the readers. In fact, poetry
combined with drama increases seriousness in tragedy and actors feel
comfortable to learn poetic dialogues. This greatness of verse drama
has now been well recognized because in this chaotic world, the poetic
dramatist does not bring the characters near to us nor he tries to
impress us but in fact, he attempts to make a great distance between us
and realities of the world. He wishes to cut us away from our realistic
world and deprive us from seeing the replica of the world on the stage to
raise us to some unfamiliar associations which can be helpful in
detaching the individual from his fellow and make us feel in him the flow
of inner life.

The poetry in verse drama is inherent in the structure of the play itself.
Poetry is not in any part of the play, in any one of its elements but the
entire elements act in cooperation in the poetic drama. In the twentieth
century, T. S Eliot gave the theatre a workable dramatic verse and has
done more than any other playwright of this century to get audience to
accept this verse without prejudice.

1.6. Epic Theatre

The idea of objectivity and the absence of empathy developed into a
concept of theatre that's called Epic theatre, as opposed to what Brecht
referred to as Dramatic theatre. Dramatic theatre has a plot or story. We
go to the theatre expecting the plot to be laid out before us and all issues
to be resolved at the end. Epic theatre doesn’t attempt this neatness.
The narrative starts and ends, leaving issues unresolved, confronting the
audience with questions about what they’ll do. Ideally Epic theatre will be
an inspiration to action whereas Brecht thought Dramatic theatre was
entertainment. Scenes are episodic, which means they stand alone and
are constructed in small chunks, rather than creating a lengthy and slow
build of tension. Dramatic theatre has a linear narrative which means its
events happen in chronological order. Epic theatre often has a
fractured narrative that is non-linear and jumps about in time.

Epic theatre also shows an argument. It's a clear political statement. The
audience remains objective and watches a montage or a series of
scenes. Standing outside the action emotionally, the audience can study
the story objectively and should recognise social realities. Epic theatre
was a theatrical movement arising in the early to mid-20th century from
the theories and practice of a number of theatre practitioners, including
Erwin Piscator, Vladimir Mayakovsky, Vsevolod Meyerhold and, most
famously, Bertolt Brecht. Although many of the concepts and practices
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involved in Brechtian epic theatre had been around for years, even
centuries, Brecht unified them, developed the style, and popularized it.

1.7. The Theatre of the Absurd

The Theatre of the Absurd' is a term coined by the critic Martin Esslin for
the work of a number of playwrights, mostly written in the 1950s and
1960s. The term is derived from an essay by the French philosopher
Albert Camus. In his 'Myth of Sisyphus', written in 1942, he first defined
the human situation as basically meaningless and absurd. The 'absurd'
plays by Samuel Beckett, Arthur Adamov, Eugene lonesco, Jean Genet,
Harold Pinter and others all share the view that man is inhabiting a
universe with which he is out of key. Its meaning is indecipherable and
his place within it is without purpose. He is bewildered, troubled and
obscurely threatened.

The origins of the Theatre of the Absurd are rooted in the avant-garde
experiments in art of the 1920s and 1930s. At the same time, it was
undoubtedly strongly influenced by the traumatic experience of the
horrors of the Second World War, which showed the total impermanence
of any values shook the validity of any conventions and highlighted the
precariousness of human life and its fundamental meaninglessness and
arbitrariness. The trauma of living from 1945 under threat of nuclear
annihilation also seems to have been an important factor in the rise of
the new theatre.

At the same time, the Theatre of the Absurd also seems to have been a
reaction to the disappearance of the religious dimension form
contemporary life. The Absurd Theatre can be seen as an attempt to
restore the importance of myth and ritual to our age, by making man
aware of the ultimate realities of his condition, by instilling in him again
the lost sense of cosmic wonder and primeval anguish. The Absurd
Theatre hopes to achieve this by shocking man out of an existence that
has become trite, mechanical and complacent. It is felt that there is
mystical experience in confronting the limits of human condition.

As a result, absurd plays assumed a highly unusual, innovative form,
directly aiming to startle the viewer, shaking him out of this comfortable,
conventional life of everyday concerns. In the meaningless and Godless
post-Second-World-War world, it was no longer possible to keep using
such traditional art forms and standards that had ceased being
convincing and lost their validity. The Theatre of the Absurd openly
rebelled against conventional theatre. Indeed, it was anti-theatre. It was
surreal, illogical, conflict less and plots less. The dialogue seemed total
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gobbledygook. Not unexpectedly, the Theatre of the Absurd first met
with incomprehension and rejection.

One of the most important aspects of absurd drama was its distrust of
language as a means of communication. Language had become a
vehicle of conventionalized, stereotyped, meaningless exchanges.
Words failed to express the essence of human experience, not being
able to penetrate beyond its surface. The Theatre of the Absurd
constituted first and foremost an onslaught on language, showing it as a
very unreliable and insufficient tool of communication. Absurd drama
uses conventionalized speech, clichés, slogans and technical jargon,
which is distorts, parodies and breaks down. By ridiculing
conventionalized and stereotyped speech patterns, the Theatre of the
Absurd tries to make people aware of the possibility of going beyond
everyday speech conventions and communicating more authentically.

Conventionalized speech acts as a barrier between us and what the
world is really about: in order to come into direct contact with natural
reality, it is necessary to discredit and discard the false crutches of
conventionalized language. Objects are much more important than
language in absurd theatre: what happens transcends what is being said
about it. It is the hidden, implied meaning of words that assume primary
importance in absurd theatre, over and above what is being actually
said. The Theatre of the Absurd strove to communicate an undisclosed
totality of perception - hence it had to go beyond language.

Absurd drama subverts logic. It relishes the unexpected and the logically
impossible. According to Sigmund Freud, there is a feeling of freedom
we can enjoy when we are able to abandon the straitjacket of logic. In
trying to burst the bounds of logic and language the absurd theatre is
trying to shatter the enclosing walls of the human condition itself. Our
individual identity is defined by language, having a name is the source of
our separateness - the loss of logical language brings us towards a unity
with living things. In being illogical, the absurd theatre is anti-rationalist: it
negates rationalism because it feels that rationalist thought, like
language, only deals with the superficial aspects of things. Nonsense, on
the other hand, opens up a glimpse of the infinite. It offers intoxicating
freedom brings one into contact with the essence of life and is a source
of marvellous comedy.

There is no dramatic conflict in the absurd plays. Dramatic conflicts,

clashes of personalities and powers belong to a world where a rigid,

accepted hierarchy of values forms a permanent establishment. Such

conflicts, however, lose their meaning in a situation where the

establishment and outward reality have become meaningless. However
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frantically characters perform, this only underlines the fact that nothing
happens to change their existence. Absurd dramas are lyrical
statements, very much like music: they communicate an atmosphere, an
experience of archetypal human situations. The Absurd Theatre is a
theatre of situation, as against the more conventional theatre of
sequential events. It presents a pattern of poetic images. In doing this, it
uses visual elements, movement, and light. Unlike conventional theatre,
where language rules supreme, in the Absurd Theatre language is only
one of many components of its multidimensional poetic imagery.

The Theatre of the Absurd is totally lyrical theatre which uses abstract
scenic effects, many of which have been taken over and modified from
the popular theatre arts: mime, ballet, acrobatics, conjuring, music-hall
clowning. Much of its inspiration comes from silent film and comedy, as
well as the tradition of verbal nonsense in early sound film (Laurel and
Hardy, W C Fields, the Marx Brothers). It emphasises the importance of
objects and visual experience: the role of language is relatively
secondary. It owes a debt to European pre-war surrealism: its literary
influences include the work of Franz Kafka. The Theatre of the Absurd is
aiming to create a ritual-like, mythological, archetypal, allegorical vision,
closely related to the world of dreams.

1.8. Classical Sanskrit Theatre

The Sanskrit plays were circumscribed by certain rigid conventions.
These plays always have a happy ending and tragedies and
controversies are rarely depicted (although Bhasa had portrayed a death
scene on stage in one of his plays). The central character of the play is a
hero who strives for and ultimately realises the object of his desire. The
Sanskrit plays had a definite opening, progression, development, pause
and conclusion. Unlike the neo-classical plays of France and Germany,
both time and place were flexible. However, even within these limitations
most playwrights found enough space for portraying their individual
creative expressions.

Sanskrit plays used to commence with more than a dozen elaborate pre-
play rituals called ‘purva-ranga’, comprising of music and dance, most of
which were performed behind the curtain. First the ‘Sutradhara’ (the
director, the chief actor and the stage manager), clad in immaculate
white, enters with his two assistants and offers worship to the presiding
deity of the theatre. He then summons the leading actress and opens
the play with a prologue which announces the time and place of the play
and introduces the playwright. The theatre halls were constructed and
decorated strictly as per the traditional rules of architecture and
acoustics. According to Bharata, a theatre of medium size could
16



accommodate four hundred spectators. The stages occasionally had two
storeys — the upper one for representing actions in the celestial sphere
and the lower (ground) one for that in the terrestrial sphere. The subtle
interplay of emotions was conveyed through facial expressions, gestures
and speech but masks were not used. The impact of the play was
heightened by an adroit use of the curtain. The dramas dealt with a wide
range of themes and their treatment also varied greatly. Skits, comedies
and intense melodramas were all written and presented. The absence of
scenic effects was made up by a versatile histrionic technique. Religion
played an important role in drama as certain rituals accompanied most
plays, and even the stage was consecrated before a performance.

Let Us Sum Up

After reading this unit we get to know the history of drama in English
literature. The learners will be familiar with various kinds of dramas and
how playwrights come up with their thoughts and ideas in their periods
like Ancient Greeks and Romans Period, Medieval Period Elizabethan
Period, Modern and Post-Modern Period, Problem Play, Realistic Drama
and Poetic Drama, Epic Theatre, The Theatre of Absurd.

Check your Progress

1. Define Problem Play.
2. Explain Epic Theatre.

Glossary

Conservatism : The disapproval of new ideas and change.
Epic : Very long and exciting.

Absurd : Not at all logical or sensible; ridiculous.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Problem play is a type of drama. As the name suggests, problem
play discusses problems openly in the form of play in theatre or
stage. It is a drama built around a specific problem.

2. Epic theatre is a form of drama that challenges the audience to think
critically and question the social and political issues presented on
stage.

Suggested Readings

1. Hyland, Peter. An Introduction to Shakespeare: the dramatist in his
context. Bloomsbury Publishing, 1996.

2. Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia. Literature: An introduction to fiction,
poetry, drama, and writing. Pearson, 2013.
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Unit-2

Types of Drama

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

2.1. Introduction

2.2. Types of Drama — Tragedy
2.3. Comedy

2.4. Tragic Comedy

2.5. Melodrama

2.6. Musical Drama

Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress
Suggested Readings

Overview

This unit is to discuss in detail the kinds of drama such as Tragedy,
Comedy, Farce, Tragic Comedy, Melodrama, Opera, and Music. It helps
the students to learn techniques drama. One could find many examples
of drama in this particular unit.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To learn about theatre and performing arts and transform simple
stories into wonderful scripts.

To impart knowledge of pronunciation, intonation as well as
storytelling.

To strengthen the use of drama and art in education.

2.1. Introduction

Dramatic literature is the record of the attempts of playwrights to express
and communicate their ideas about man's hopes, dreams, ideals,
feelings, thoughts and experience, and his relationship to society.
Drama, thus, deals with the life of man in moments of crisis and anguish,
with the most intimate relationships with his innermost thoughts and his

deepest loves and hates.
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Accordingly, every dramatic piece is built upon a tension between an
idea of order and the reality of disorder in society, and thus every detalil
of the work-the action, the characters, their speeches, the language and
the range of themes explored will reflect that tension.

2.2. Types of Drama

Drama is not just the description or discussion of events from real life, i.
e., realistic or naturalistic; it is recreation of real life (the imitation of an
action, in Aristotle's terms). As such, drama makes use of all the
constituent elements of real activity. These obviously include language
and also such things as movement, position, gesture and facial
expression. This is definite since drama contains characters conceived
as being of separate existence communicating in an imaginary but
recognizable society. Drama definitely uses visual as well as spoken
means of creating its effect. The supra segmental features of speech
such as stress and intonation are available and vary according to the
habits of the individual performer and the changing demands of the
situation. Even paralinguistic features like gesture and facial expression
can have communicative value and need to be assessed as part of the
whole. Drama, of course, dispenses with the' he said 'type of
interpolation required in narrative fiction, and, in it, we not only accept
but positively require the shifting of registers in order to differentiate
characters and their situations.

Tragedy traces the career and downfall of an individual, and shows in
this downfall both the capacities and the limitations of human life. Apart
of these, definitions of tragedy are both difficult and unsatisfactory. The
tragic as distinguished from the comic is a matter of the point of view
from which the dramatist looks at his material. Another valid way of
looking at tragedy is to recognize the difference in the kind of emotional
response that the two forms of literature excite in us, the audience. Such
emotional response, ranges between unhappiness, in tragedy, and
happiness in comedy.

Tragedy is concerned with eternal values; comedy with temporal. The
constituent elements of tragedy, as said earlier, are: plot, character,
thought, spectacle, diction and music. These elements are said to
pursue the imitation of the action to purgate the audience's emotions of
pity and fear which is the function or tragedy to Aristotle. Aristotle,
depending upon the plot types, differentiates four kinds of tragedies:
complex tragedies which are wholly recognition; tragedies of suffering;
character tragedies and tragedies depending, upon spectacle.
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In the Poetics, Aristotle made certain description comments which came
to be known as the dramatic unities of action, time and space and thus
considered rules for the proper construction of tragedies. As for the unity
of time, Aristotle remarks that the usual practice of tragedy was to
confine itself, so far as possible, to the action of twenty —four years. The
unity of place obliges the dramatist not to allow the action to take place
in two remote places having the stricture of time in consideration. The
dramatist has also to concentrate on one plot and should have no sub-
plots, i. e. unity of action. Likewise, the action should take place within
24 hours. In fact, violation of such unities is frequently done particularly
in Shakespearean and modern drama.

2.3. Comedy

Comedy is a type or genre of drama that is intended to make people
laugh. However, humour is not the only quality that signifies a comedy.
The main themes of a comedy are: The tone is light-hearted, ingenious
wordplay or twists of phrases, serious issues are addressed in a light-
hearted manner, is understandings are amusing, a happy ending,
characters who are silly and out of the ordinary, usually concludes with a
wedding, especially in romantic comedies.

The sub-genres of comedy include romantic comedies, sentimental
comedies and others. William Shakespeare’s “Much Ado about Nothing”
is one of the most famous instances of comedy. With smart banter and
more than a few stupid misunderstandings, Beatrice and Benedick go
from enemies to lovers. And, as is customary in Shakespearean
comedies, it concludes with a wedding! Another Shakespearean comedy
is “A Midsummer Night's Dream”. This romantic comedy addresses one
of his favourite themes, “love conquers all,” with a funny twist. Young
couples continually fall in and out of love as a result of a sequence of
humorous and surprising events. Their equally humorous real-world
problems are magically solved by a mischievous sprite named Puck as
they tackle the flaws of love. Old enemies will soon become friends, and
truly loved ones will meet again to live happily at Shakespeare’s happy
ending. Farce is another type of drama in literature which is, broadly
humorous; however, there are significant differences between a comedy
and a farce. The main themes of farce are: Exaggerated wit, jokes that
are slapstick, the plot is illogical, unexpected occurrences, and humour
is frequently coarse and inappropriate.

The play “Waiting for Godot” by Samuel Beckett is a case on point. But,
the plot revolves around two guys, Vladimir and Estragon. The men wait
beneath a tree for Godot, a mystery figure.

20



We do discover, though, that Godot continually sends word that he
would arrive the next day, but this never happens. In other words,
nothing happens with any surety in this drama.

2.4. Tragic Comedy

Tragicomedy is a literary device used in fictional works. It contains both
tragedy and comedy. Mostly, the characters in tragicomedy are
exaggerated, and sometimes there might be a happy ending after a
series of unfortunate events. It is incorporated with jokes throughout the
story, just to lighten the tone. Examples of Tragicomedy in Literature, the
Merchant of Venice (By William Shakespeare)

The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare is considered one of
the most popular traditional tragicomedy examples. Though it has a
comedic structure, there are tragic characters, such as Shylock (who is a
central character), and tragic events, such as Antonio’s “loss” of life
(because he is not really dead).

Although the play ends on a happy note with the union of the lovers in
the story, and Antonio is saved from a tragic incident, readers are left
with a taste of Shylock’s sufferings. Hence, the feeling and mood of the
play at the end is neither happy nor gloomy. Though, this play definitely
has a comic structure, it also has a strong tragic story. Therefore, it can
be classified as a tragicomedy.

The Cherry Orchard (By Anton Chekhov)

Anton Chekhov's play, The Cherry Orchard, turned out to be his final
play that has a combination of comedy and tragedy. It is the story of an
elite family that is on the verge of losing its inherited estate. As this play
is based on an inevitable social change, which came with the dawn of
the 20th century, it presents the end of an aristocratic era, blended with
tragic and comic elements. The comic elements can be seen in the
behaviour, humorous aspects, and lack of responsibility of the
characters.

Waiting for Godot (By Samuel Beckett)

Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot can also be considered one of the
great examples of tragicomedy. There are many gestures, dialogues,
actions, and situations that are filled with pure comedy. All types of
musical devices have been used to create laughter. The overall
atmosphere is that of a dark-comedy. For example, Vladimir is
determined not to listen to Estragon’s nightmare. However, the latter
keeps pleading with him to listen. Similarly, Estragon takes off and puts
on his shoes several times while Vladimir plays with his hat again and
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again. On the other hand, comedy turns into a tragedy due to the
haplessness of these tramps. Vladimir and Estragon wait for somebody
who does not come, which makes them disappointed. During the course
of time, they indulge themselves in meaningless activities.

The Winter’s Tale (By William Shakespeare)

Shakespearean tragicomedies have complex and dubious plots. One of
his perfect tragicomedies is The Winter's Tale. The first three acts are
both tragic and serious, while the final two acts are based on pastoral
romance, roguery, songs, humour, and reunion. A sheep-shearing
celebration with the elegant, innocent Perdita serving as a hostess,
dancing and singing with shepherds, is suggestive of rural life in
England. The blend of suffering, sorrows, humour, romance,
forgiveness, and reunion in the play confirms its label as a tragicomedy.
There are different aspects of the tragicomedy in the play that include:
tragic elements, comic elements, romantic elements, and a happy
ending.

The Caretaker (By Harold Pinteris)

The Caretaker, written by Harold Pinteris, is mixed with two modes,
tragedy and comedy, and is a fine modern example of tragicomedy. The
comic elements come out in the monologues of Mick and Davies, and
even the interactions between characters sometimes approach farce.
Davies’ repetition, confusion, and deceit of the brothers makes the play
comedic. However, the tragic element appears in the climatic monologue
of Anton, regarding his shock treatments, at the end of the play and in
“that place,” although it's ending is somewhat ambiguous.

Marriage a la Mode (By John Dryden)

John Dryden’s Marriage a la Mode is a successful comedy that merges
two different plots of restoration comedy of manners and romantic
tragicomedy. The double plot encompasses the idea that marriage both
creates hope and brings regrets; it both opens possibilities and denies
opportunities.

The main purpose of tragicomedy is to describe the dual nature of
reality, where both modes can coexist, perhaps simultaneously.
Therefore, the interweaving of both aspects gives both a comic and
tragic view of life. Tragicomedy is mainly used in dramas and theatre.
Since tragic plays focus exclusively on protagonists, while comic plays
are devoid of focus and concern, therefore plays that fell between these
two categories were developed. These types of plays present both
modes of life through absurdity and seriousness.
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2.5. Melodrama

Melodrama flourished in the second half of the eighteenth century after
the decline of sentimental plays and the partial replacement of
Goldsmith and Sheridan's vigorous comedies. This type of drama has
more than little in common with the sentimental plays, but had altered so
that less talk and much more action is permitted. Such drama portrayed
villains who were torn by the pangs of remorse without enjoying the
blessings of repentance. By definition and originally, it meant a play with
music as a background to the dialogue, including early opera, but in the
nineteenth century popular theatres in London put on plays with musical
accompaniment. These plays were naively sensational with simple, flat
characterization, unrelentingly vicious villains, and much bloodthirsty
action, including horrible murders, ghosts and the like. The most well-
known examples are T. W. Roberston's (1829-71) Caste (1867), and
Maria Marten; or The Murder in the Red Barn (1830). Roberston marked
the end of the old type of drama and thus was natural in dialogue and
situations and closer to real life.

Many a time, people don't understand the difference between opera and
musicals. An opera is a type of drama where the actors sing the lines or
dialogues instead of speaking them. Also, the main themes of an opera
are: arias, which are actually musical soliloquies, lot-driving sequences
that may or may not be melodious, a libretto (text) that has been turned
to music, tragic, comic, or melodramatic subject matter, may have a
dancing aspect, but mostly depends upon vocal performances, set
design, costume design, and production.

Giacomo Puccini's “La Boheme” is one of the most famous operas of all
time. It portrays the sad narrative of Rodolfo and Mimi, as well as the
world of French Bohemia. The drama unfolds over the course of a year,
set to one of opera’s most unforgettable compositions.

2.6. Musical Drama

Musicals are different from opera. While lines in opera are sung,
dialogues in musicals are infused with music and performances. The
main themes of musicals are: firstly Songs break up periods of
conventional plot, characters frequently sing in unison to express their
emotions, songs as plot-altering devices, storylines that be dramatic or
hilarious, a memorable and unique musical score, and frequently a lot of
singing and dancing. Many musicals, such as “Les Miserables” and
“Phantom of the Opera” are based on larger literary works. Both of these
musical dramas communicate their topics directly via song and use
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musical sequences to advance the story. They simplify their original
material by focusing on the most vital characters and plot components.

Let Us Sum Up

In conclusion, different types of drama are explained in detail and one
can easily understand how drama has existed down the ages from
Greek classical theatre to the present times. We have already read out
the history and growth of drama in previous unit. It explained the how
various ideas are dealt in this particular unit.

Check your Progress

1. Enlist the different types of drama in English Literature.

2. Define Comedy.

Glossary

Tragedy: A very sad event or situation, especially one that involves
death.

Comedy: An amusing play, film, etc, that has a happy ending.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. The types of drama are tragedy, comedy, tragic comedy, melodrama
and musical drama.

2. Comedy is any work that is intended to incite laughter and
amusement, especially in theatre, television, film, stand-up comedy
or any other entertainment medium.

Suggested Readings

1. Hyland, Peter. An Introduction to Shakespeare: the dramatist in his
context. Bloomsbury Publishing, 1996.

2. Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia. Literature: An introduction to fiction,
poetry, drama, and writing. Pearson, 2013.
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Unit-3

Elements of Drama

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

3.1. Introduction

3.2. Theme/Thought

3.3. Plot

3.4. Characters

3.5. Dialogue/Diction

3.6. Visual Element/Spectacle
3.7. Music/Song

3.8. Dramatic Monologues
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress
Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

After reading this unit, students should be able to learn the six
Aristotelian elements of drama. They could come to improve their
knowledge of dramatic monologues and their features with examples.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To learn about theatre and performing arts and transform simple
stories into wonderful scripts.

To impart knowledge of pronunciation, intonation as well as
storytelling.

To strengthen the use of drama and art in education.

3.1. Introduction

Drama is a composition of prose or poetry that is transformed into a
performance on stage. The story progresses through interactions
between its characters and ends with a message for the audience. What
are the different elements of drama? How are they related to each
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other? How do they affect the quality and thereby the popularity of a
play? Here, the six Aristotelian elements of drama are, plot, character,
thought, diction, spectacle, and song are discussed. Out of these, the
first two are the most important ones according to Aristotle.

3.2. Theme / Thought

The theme of a play refers to its central idea. It can either be clearly
stated through dialog or action, or can be inferred after watching the
entire performance. The theme is the philosophy that forms the base of
the story or a moral lesson that the characters learn. It is the message
that the play gives to the audience. For example, the theme of a play
could be of how greed leads to one’s destroyal, or how the wrong use of
authority ultimately results in the end of power. The theme of a play
could be blind love or the strength of selfless love and sacrifice, or true
friendship.

3.3. Plot

The order of events occurring in a play makes its plot. Essentially, the
plot is the story that the play narrates. The entertainment value of a play
depends largely on the sequence of events in the story. The connection
between the events and the characters in them form an integral part of
the plot. What the characters do, how they interact, the course of their
lives as narrated by the story, and what happens to them in the end,
constitutes the plot. A struggle between two individuals, the relation
between them, a struggle with self, a dilemma, or any form of conflict of
one character with himself or another character in the play, goes into
forming the story’s plot. The story unfolds through a series of incidents
that share a cause-and-effect relationship. Generally, a story begins with
exposing the past or background of the main and other characters, and
the point of conflict, and then proceeds to giving the central theme or
climax. Then come the consequences of the climax and the play ends
with a conclusion.

3.4. Characters

The characters that form a part of the story are interwoven with the plot
of the drama. Each character in a play has a personality of its own and a
set of principles and beliefs. Actors in the play have the responsibility of
bringing the characters to life. The main character in the play that the
audience identifies with is the protagonist. He/she represents the theme
of the play. The character that the protagonist conflicts with, is the
antagonist or villain. While some characters play an active role
throughout the story, some are only meant to take the story forward and

26



some others appear only in certain parts of the story and may or may not
have a significant role in it. Sometimes, these characters are of help in
making the audiences focus on the play’s theme or main characters. The
way in which the characters are portrayed and developed is known as
characterization. Here is a list of characters in Romeo and Juliet.

3.5. Dialogue/Diction

The story of a play is taken forward by means of dialogs. The story is
narrated to the audiences through the interaction between the play’'s
characters, which is in the form of dialogs. The contents of the dialogs
and the quality of their delivery have a major role to play in the impact
that the play has on the audiences. It is through the dialogs between
characters that the story can be understood. They are important in
revealing the personalities of the characters.

The words used, the accent, tone, pattern of speech, and even the
pauses in speech, say a lot about the character and help reveal not just
his personality, but also his social status, past, and family background as
given by the play. Monologues and soliloquies that are speeches given
to oneself or to other characters help put forward points that would have
been difficult to express through dialogs. “What’s in a name? That which
we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet” from Romeo
and Juliet in which Juliet tells Romeo of the insignificance of names or
“To be, or not to be”, a soliloquy from Hamlet are some of the greatest
lines in literature.

3.6. Visual Element/Spectacle

The time and place where a story is set is one of its important parts. The
era or time in which the incidents in the play take place, influence the
characters in their appearance and personalities. The time setting may
affect the central theme of the play, the issues raised (if any), the
conflict, and the interactions between the characters. The historical and
social context of the play is also defined by the time and place where it is
set. The time period and the location in which the story is set, affect the
play’s staging. Costumes and makeup, the backgrounds and the
furniture used, the visuals (colours and kind of lighting), and the sound
are among the important elements of a play that dictate how the story is
translated into a stage performance. The Merchant of Venice has been
set in the 16th century Venice. Romeo and Juliet have been set in the
era between 1300 and 1600, perhaps the Renaissance period which is
the 14th and 15th centuries.

It is another important element of drama, as the impact that a story has
on the audiences is largely affected by the performances of the actors.
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When a written play is transformed into a stage performance, the actors
cast for different roles, the way they portray the characters assigned to
them, and the way their performances are directed are some important
factors that determine the play’s impact. Whether an actor’s appearance
(includes what he wears and how he carries himself on stage) suits the
role he is playing, and how well he portrays the character’s personality
are determinants of how well the play would be taken by the audiences.
Different actors may play the same roles in different renditions of a play.
A particular actor/actress in a certain role may be more or less accepted
and appreciated than another actor in the same role. As different actors
are cast for different roles, their roles are more or less appreciated
depending on their performances. The stage performances of a play’s
characters, especially those in lead roles, directly affect the success and
popularity of a play. Although considered as a part of the staging, factors
such as music and visuals can be discussed separately as the elements
of drama.

3.7. Music / Song

While the dialog and music are the audible aspects of drama, the visual
element deals with the scenes, costumes, and special effects used in it.
The visual element of drama, also known as the spectacle, renders a
visual appeal to the stage setup. The costumes and makeup must suit
the characters. Besides, it is important for the scenes to be dramatic
enough to hold the audiences to their seats. The special effects used in
a play should accentuate the portion or character of the story that is
being highlighted. Apart from these elements, the structure of the story,
a clever use of symbolism and contrast, and the overall stagecraft are
some of the other important elements of drama. The structure of the
story comprises the way in which it is dramatized. How well the actors
play their roles and the story’s framework constitute the structure of
drama. Direction is an essential constituent of a play. A well-directed
story is more effective. Stagecraft defines how the play is presented to
the audiences. The use and organization of stage properties and the
overall setting of a play are a part of stagecraft, which is a key element
of drama.

Symbols are often used to give hints of the future events in the story.
They complement the other elements of a scene and make it more
effective. The use of contrasts adds to the dramatic element of a play. It
could be in the form of contrasting colours, contrasting backdrops, an
interval of silence followed by that of activity and noise, or a change in
the pace of the story. The dramatization of a story cannot be called
successful unless the audiences receive it well. It may improve through
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constructive criticism or due to improvisations introduced by the actors.
And a generous appreciation from the audiences encourages everyone
involved in the making of a play, to continue doing good work. Music
refers to anything and everything that the audience hears from the
stage. It includes words, music, background score, sound effects,
silences, pauses etc. Music plays a big role and it contributes to the
intensity of the theme, character and plot.

3.8. Dramatic Monologues

A dramatic monologue is a speech delivered by a single character in a
story, play, or poem. Dramatic monologues can be delivered from one
character to other characters or from a character to the audience. The
dramatic monologue definition does not actually specify that the subject
matter of the monologue has to be particularly dramatic; the term instead
refers to dramatic monologues' connection to the dramatic arts. Despite
its theatrical ties, the monologue definition in literature is functionally the
same as a dramatic monologue in a play or poem. The important thing is
that a single character is speaking about their thoughts, experiences,
feelings, or motivations without interruption.

There are several elements common to most, if not all, dramatic
monologues. Monologues must be delivered by a single speaker with
only very brief interruptions, if any. They must provide insight into a
character's intentions, perspective, and interiority. Monologues are not
restricted to a particular subject or set of subjects, but they must serve a
purpose and they must help the audience gain a better and more
comprehensive understanding of the speaker and of the work in general.
There is no set length to a monologue, but typically, monologues are
long enough to make the audience notice that only one character is
speaking and to pay extra attention to that character. Monologues are
usually used to deliver important information.

Let Us Sum Up

After reading this unit students can able to familiar with Aristotelian’s six
elements. Ultimate aim of this unit to understand the idea of dramatic
monologue and features of dramatic monologue with example would be
done.

Check your Progress

1. What is dramatic Monologue?

2. What is the significance of visual effect in a drama?
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Glossary

Element: One important part of something.

Grief: Great sadness (especially because of the death of
somebody you love).

Diction: The way and manner in which somebody pronounces words.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Dramatic monologue, a poem written in the form of a speech of an
individual character; it compresses into a single vivid scene a
narrative sense of the speaker’s history and psychological insight
into his character.

2. The visual element of drama, also known as the spectacle, renders a
visual appeal to the stage setup.

Suggested Readings

1. Hyland, Peter. An Introduction to Shakespeare: the dramatist in his
context. Bloomsbury Publishing, 1996.

2. Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia. Literature: An introduction to fiction,
poetry, drama, and writing. Pearson, 2013.
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Unit-4

Features of Modern Drama

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

4.1. Introduction

4.2. Beginning of Modern Drama
4.3. Theory and Elements of Modern Drama
4.4. Famous Modern Plays

4.5. History of Modern Drama

4.6. History and Biographical Plays
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress
Suggested Readings

Overview

After reading this unit, students should be able to learn the history of
modern drama and biographical plays. They can develop the skill of
analyzing history and biographical plays also.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To learn about theatre and performing arts and transform simple
stories into wonderful scripts.

To impart knowledge of pronunciation, intonation as well as
storytelling.

To strengthen the use of drama and art in education.

4.1. Introduction

Modern drama often focuses on relatable problems and social issues.
Characters are usually average, everyday people. Doesn't always
confine itself to a clear structure and may end without a resolution,
Features natural, realistic dialogue.
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4.2. Beginning of Modern Drama

While modern drama is sometimes referred to as “20th-century drama,”
many argue that it actually began in the late 19th century with playwright
Henrik Ibsen. Ibsen is often referred to as the “father of modern drama,”
as the 1879 debut of his play A Doll's House marks the beginning of the
modern theatre movement for many scholars. In general, modern drama
tends to refer to plays written from the late 1800s to the present day.

A Doll's House was particularly revolutionary because it broke from
traditional theatrical forms at a time when both American and European
audiences were desperate for something new. Throughout the previous
century, the theatre had reached a low point in the Western world —
fiction and poetry, on the other hand, flourished.

Between the mid-1700s and mid-1800s, literature soared to new heights
thanks to landmark works by novelists like Jane Austen, Charles
Dickens and Nathaniel Hawthorne. Meanwhile, the field of poetry was
awash with new talents like Lord Byron, Percy Shelley, John Keats and
the at-the-time-unpublished Emily Dickinson. Yet, for the most part, the
world of theatre was fairly stale.

The fact that Ibsen came from Norway, a country that didn’'t have much
of a theatrical history of its own, may have initially appeared to be his
greatest weakness. But, as it turned out, it may have ended up being his
greatest strength. That is, lbsen more or less developed his own ideas
about what drama should be, and, consequently, appealed to the rising
demand for intellectual theatre. The younger generation, in particular,
lauded lIbsen’s work since they were fed up with the injustices of
traditional society and eager for more scientific and philosophical views
of humanity.

4.3. Theory and Elements of Modern Drama

Modern drama caught on quickly as its popularity spread throughout
both Europe and America. Soon enough, myriad works began appearing
— and many of them revolutionized each of the five elements of drama,
which include:

Thought, Theme, and Ideas

Theatre at large got much more down-to-earth as modern drama
became the norm. Rather than provide mere entertainment or repeat so-
called time-honoured lessons of morality, plays began to take more
incisive, critical looks at the state of the world. Playwrights began delving
into themes and topics such as: Politics, Social ills and reform, Women'’s
rights, Class relations, Race relations, Effects of industrialization,
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Familial relationships, Anxiety, depression and mental health, The
“American Dream” and the effects of war.

Action and Plot

Traditional theatre tended to fall under a few different categories -
tragedy, comedy, melodrama, and so on. Moreover, the structure of
each genre was pretty rigid. Since the times of Aristotle, many plays
followed the classic dramatic structure: conflict, rising action, turning
point, falling action, and resolution. While some modern plays follow a
similar structure, things aren’t always so clear-cut.

Modern plays don't always guarantee a clear resolution, in order to
inspire the audience to think for themselves and form their own opinions
on what they've just seen. Additionally, some forms of modern absurdist
theatre -works that could fall into the movement of Dadaism, for
example- focused on creativity and innovation, regardless of traditional
plot structure.

Characters

One of the more revolutionary aspects of modern drama in its early days
was that it featured characters that would not have been considered
important enough to carry a traditional drama. A Doll's House revolves
around an ordinary housewife named Nora; Arthur Miller's Death of a
Salesman is about a traveling salesman and his family; and Tennessee
Williams’ Cat on a Hot Tin Roof centres on a man with alcoholism.

Language

The majority of modern plays use very realistic, natural language. There
are exceptions, however, especially among absurdist forms of modern
theatre. Bertold Brecht, for instance, was a fan of epic theatre, which
was based on Greek poetry. Samual Beckett, on the other hand,
favoured theatre of the absurd, where the characters sometimes spoke
“nonsense talk” as a way to express existential angst. But, in most
cases, modern theatre that doesn’t fall into those categories uses rather
colloquial language that reflects its subjects.

Music

In most of the earliest forms of classical drama, music was an important
part of many performances. Lines were alternately spoken, chanted, or
sung by a chorus. Music is used in a variety of different ways in modern
drama, depending on the style. Musical theatre has become a genre in
its own right, while other modern dramatic pieces either don’t use music
at all or use it sparingly, such as to indicate intermission.
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4.4. Famous Modern Plays

Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw: While Pygmalion is the often-
hilarious story of a professor who attempts to transform a Cockney
flower seller into a duchess, it has some pretty deep social undertones.
Shaw shamelessly spotlights the issues arising from the British class
system and advocates for women'’s rights.

Long Day’s Journey into Night by Edward O’Neil: This Pulitzer
award-winning play is an autobiographical piece in which O’Neil
chronicles a day in the life of an American family. It touches on themes
ranging from addiction and isolation to the all too real realities of
loneliness and emotion.

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead by Tom Stoppard:
Revolving around two briefly mentioned characters from Shakespeare’s
Hamlet, this one is a great example of absurdism at its finest. The
dialogue can be purposely hard to follow and often seems to come
completely out of left field. This is intended to be symbolic of how hard it
is to actually convey meaning through communication. At times hilarious,
at others tragic, the play constantly forces the audiences to attempt to
separate illusion from reality.

Fences by August Wilson: Set in Pittsburgh in the 1950s, Fences
follows a Black man named Troy Maxon and his unstable relationship
with this family, especially his son, Cory. The play provides the audience
with a realistic snapshot of America during the middle of the 20th century
and interrogates racism, love, and responsibility. Modern Drama in
Literature is much like staged, dramatic works, novels and poetry
collections written during this time leaned into modernist elements. Not
only do examples of modernist literature address social tensions, mental
illness, the impacts of war and poverty, and other subjects that impacted
everyday readers, but writers of these works experimented with style,
too. From playing with different points of view and harnessing colloquial
dialogue to playing with time and structure, these works challenged the
limits of what could be done in writing. A few examples include:

Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf: Published in the wake of World War |
and the 1918 Pandemic, Woolf's novel takes an honest look at the life of
Clarissa Dalloway, a fictional high-society woman. Set over the course of
a day, Mrs. Dalloway details Clarissa’s attempts to prepare for a party,
but becomes so much more than that. Featuring a finely drawn interior
perspective; a point of view that flits in and out of other characters’
minds; and time jumps, Woolf's novel is considered one of the greatest
English-language novels ever written.
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The Waste Land by T.S. Eliot: Considered one of the most important
poems of the 20th century, The Waste Land is a 434-line poem that
fuses well-trodden stories, such as the legend of the Holy Grail and the
Fish King, with vignettes set in then-contemporary society. In addition to
alluding to many classical works, the poem leans into satire; features
abrupt changes in terms of who's speaking and setting; and is divided
into five separate sections.

As | Lay Dying by William Faulkner: This Southern Gothic novel is
often considered one of the greatest in 20th-century literature. Taking its
title from a translation of the Odyssey, the book is centred around the
death of Addie Bundren and her poor, rural family who are attempting to
honor her dying wish: to be buried in her hometown. With 15 different
narrators, inconsistent chapter lengths, and a stream-of-consciousness
writing style, Faulkner captures the best of what modernist literature has
to offer here. Other significant modernist writers, at least in the Western
canon, include Flannery O’Connor, Ernest Hemingway, Katherine
Mansfield, Ezra Pound, James Joyce, Oscar Wilde, Franz Kafka and
Vladimir Nabokov.

4.5. History of Modern Drama

English Drama during the Modernist Period (1845-1945) A.D. falls into
three categories: The first and the earliest phase of modernism in
English Drama is marked by the plays of G.B. Shaw (read Summary of
Candida) and John Galsworthy, which constitute the category of social
drama modeled on the plays of Ibsen and. The 2nd and the middle
phase of Modernist English drama comprise the plays of Irish movement
contributed by some elites like Yeats. In this phase, the drama contained
the spirit of nationalism. The 3rd and the final phase of the Modernist
English Drama comprise plays of T.S. Eliot and Christopher Fry. This
phase saw the composition of poetic dramas inspired by the earlier
Elizabethan and Jacobean tradition. The three categories reflect the
three different phases as well as the three different facets of Modern
English Drama.

Realism

Realism is the most significant and outstanding quality of Modern
English Drama. The dramatists of the earlier years of the 20th century
were interested in naturalism and it was their endeavour (try) to deal with
real problems of life in a realistic technique to their plays. It was Henrik
Ibsen, the Norwegian dramatist who popularised realism in Modern
Drama. He dealt with the problems of real life in a realistic manner of his
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play. His example was followed by Robertson Arthur Jones, Galsworthy
and G. B. Shaw in their plays.

The modern drama has developed the Problem Play and there are many
Modern Dramatists who have written a number of problem plays in our
times. They dealt with the problems of marriage, justice, law,
administration, and strife between capital and labour in their dramas.
They used theatre as a means for bringing about reforms in the
conditions of society prevailing in their days. Henrik Ibsen’s play A Doll's
House is a good example of a problem play. The problem play was a
new experiment in the form and technique and dispensed with the
conventional devices and expedients of theatre.

Play of Ideas

Modern Drama is essentially a drama of ideas rather than action. The
stage is used by dramatists to give expression to certain ideas which
they want to spread in society. Modern Drama dealing with the problems
of life has become far more intelligent than ever it was in the history of
drama before the present age. With the treatment of actual life, the
drama became more and more a drama of ideas, sometimes veiled in
the main action, sometimes didactically act forth.

Romanticism

The earlier dramatists of the 20th century were Realists at the core, but
the passage of time brought in, a new trend in Modern Drama.
Romanticism, which had been very dear to Elizabethan Dramatists
found its way in Modern Drama and it was mainly due to SirJ.M. Barrie’s
efforts that the new wave of Romanticism swept over Modern Drama for
some years of the 20th century. Barrie kept aloof from realities of life and
made excursions into the world of Romance.

Poetic Plays

T.S. Eliot was the main dramatist who gave importance to poetic plays
and was the realistic prose drama of the modern drama. Stephen
Phillips, John Drink Water, Yeats, etc were from those who wrote poetic

plays.

4.6. History and Biographical Plays

Another trend, visible in the Modern English drama is in the direction of
using history and biography for dramatic technique. There are many
beautiful historical and biographical plays in modern dramatic literature.
Shaw’s Caesar and Cleopatra are historical plays of great importance.
John Drink Water's Abraham Lincoln and Mary Stuart are also historical
plays. Irish Movement.
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A new trend in the Modern English Drama was introduced by the Irish
dramatists who brought about the Celtic Revival in the literature.

In the hands of the Irish dramatists like Yeats, J.M. Synge, T.C. Murrey
etc. drama ceased to be realistic in character and became an expression
of the hopes and aspirations of the Irish people from remote ways to
their own times.

Comedy of Manners

There is a revival of the Comedy of Manners in modern dramatic
literature. Oscar Wild, Maugham, N. Coward, etc. have done much to
revive the comedy of wit in our days. The drama after the second has
not exhibited a love for comedy and the social conditions of the period
after the war is not very favourable for the development of the artificial
comedy of the Restoration Age.

Impressionism

It is a movement that shows the effects of things and events on the mind
of the artist and the attempt of the artist to express his expressions.
Impressionism constitutes another important feature of modern drama.
In the impressionistic plays of W.B. Yeats, the main effort is in the
direction of recreating the experience of the artist and his impressions
about reality rather than in presenting reality as it is. The impressionistic
drama of the modern age seeks to suggest the impressions on the artist
rather than making an explicit statement about the objective
characteristics of things or objects.

Expressionism

It is @ movement that tries to express the feelings and emotions of the
people rather than objects and events. Expressionism is another
important feature of modern drama. It marks an extreme reaction against
naturalism. The movement which had started early in Germany made its
way in England drama and several modern dramatists like J.B. Priestly,
Sean O’ Casey, C.K. Munro, Elmer Rice have made experiments in the
expressionistic tendency in modern drama.

Let Us Sum Up

After reading this unit students can able to understand the theory and
elements of modern drama in detail. They might get the real essence of
modern drama with the help of biographical plays.
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Check your Progress

1. What are the elements of modern drama?

2. Explain the theory of modern drama.

Glossary

Realism: Behaviour that shows that you accept the facts of a
situation and are influenced by one’s feelings.

Conflict: A fight or an Argument.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Plot, action, characters, language, thought and music are the
elements of modern drama.

2. Modern dramatic theory cannot be completely comprehended from
the text alone. Understanding requires the combination of the text as
a substrate and the specific performance of the play.

Suggested Readings

1. Hyland, Peter. An Introduction to Shakespeare: the dramatist in his
context. Bloomsbury Publishing, 1996.

2. Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia. Literature: An introduction to fiction,
poetry, drama, and writing. Pearson, 2013.
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Block-2: Introduction

Block-2: Shakespeare has been divided in to four Units.

Unit-5: Introduction to William Shakespeare deals with Introduction,
William Shakespeare’s Life and William Shakespeare’s Plays.

Unit-6: Introduction to W.W. Jacob explains about Introduction, W.W.
Jacob’s Life and W.W. Jacob’s Plays.

Unit-7: Shakespeare - Funeral Oration (Act Ill Scene II) Julius
Caesar discuss about the Introduction, Summary of Act Ill Scene Il and
the Plot & Characters of the Play.

Unit-8: W.W. Jacob’s Monkey’s Paws presents about Introduction,
Summary of Monkey’s Paws, Analysis of the Major Characteristics of the
Play and Literary Devices.

In all the units of Block -2 Shakespeare, the Check your progress,
Glossary, Answers to Check your progress and Suggested Reading has
been provided and the Learners are expected to attempt all the Check
your progress as part of study.
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Unit-5

Introduction to William Shakespeare

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

5.1. Introduction

5.2. William Shakespeare’s Life
5.3. William Shakespeare’s Plays
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

Students can be able to know the life and works of William Shakespeare
from this Unit.

Objectives

At the end of this unit, you will be able:
To learn, read and comprehend Shakespeare's plays.

To understand why Shakespeare's plays still resonate with
readers and audiences today.

To learn how the plots of these plays are structured and why
those structures have proved to be so enduring.

5.1. Introduction

William Shakespeare (26 April 1564 — 23 April 1616) was an English
playwright, poet, and actor. He wrote 39 plays (with about half of them
considered comedies) and two long poems in his lifetime. He lived in
Stratford-upon-Avon, in Warwickshire, England.

5.2. William Shakespeare’s Life

William Shakespeare was an English poet, playwright, and actor. He
was born on 26 April 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon. His father was a
successful local businessman and his mother was the daughter of a
landowner. Shakespeare is widely regarded as the greatest writer in the
English language and the world's pre-eminent dramatist. He is often
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called England's national poet and nicknamed the Bard of Avon. He
wrote about 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long narrative poems, and a few
other verses, of which the authorship of some is uncertain. His plays
have been translated into every major living language and are performed
more often than those of any other playwright.

Marriage and career

Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway at the age of 18. She was eight
years older than him. They had three children: Susanna, and twins
Hamnet and Judith. After his marriage information about his life became
very rare. But he is thought to have spent most of his time in London
writing and performing in his plays. Between 1585 and 1592, he began a
successful career in London as an actor, writer, and part-owner of a
playing company called the Lord Chamberlain's Men, later known as the
King's Men.

Retirement and death

Around 1613, at the age of 49, he retired to Stratford, where he died
three years later. Few records of Shakespeare's private life survive. He
died on 23 April 1616, at the age of 52. He died within a month of
signing his will, a document which he begins by describing himself as
being in "perfect health". In his will, Shakespeare left the bulk of his large
estate to his elder daughter Susanna.

His work

Shakespeare produced most of his known work between 1589 and
1613. His early plays were mainly comedies and histories and these
works remain regarded as some of the best work produced in these
genres. He then wrote mainly tragedies until about 1608, including
Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth, considered some of the finest
works in the English language. In his last phase, he wrote
tragicomedies, also known as romances, and collaborated with other
playwrights. Shakespeare's plays remain highly popular today and are
constantly studied, performed, and reinterpreted in diverse cultural and
political contexts throughout the world.

5.3. William Shakespeare’s Plays

Shakespeare's plays are a canon of approximately 39 dramatic works
written by English poet, playwright, and actor William Shakespeare. The
exact number of plays-as well as their classifications as tragedy, history,
or comedy-is a matter of scholarly debate. Shakespeare's plays are
widely regarded as being among the greatest in the English language
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and are continually performed around the world. The plays have been
translated into every major living language.

Many of his plays appeared in print as a series of quartos, but
approximately half of them remained unpublished until 1623, when the
posthumous First Folio was published. The traditional division of his
plays into tragedies, comedies, and histories follows the categories used
in the First Folio. However, modern criticism has labeled some of these
plays "problem plays" that elude easy categorization, or perhaps
purposely break generic conventions, and has introduced the term
romances for what scholars believe to be his later comedies.

When Shakespeare first arrived in London in the late 1570s or early
1580s, dramatists writing for London's new commercial playhouses
(such as The Curtain) were combining two strands of dramatic tradition
into a new and distinctively Elizabethan synthesis. Previously, the most
common forms of popular English theatre were the Tudor morality plays.
These plays, generally celebrating piety, use personified moral attributes
to urge or instruct the protagonist to choose the virtuous life over Evil.
The characters and plot situations are largely symbolic rather than
realistic. As a child, Shakespeare would likely have seen this type of
play (along with, perhaps, mystery plays and miracle plays).

The other strand of dramatic tradition was the classical aesthetic theory.
This theory was derived ultimately from Aristotle; in Renaissance
England, however, the theory was better known through its Roman
interpreters and practitioners. At the universities, plays were staged in a
more academic form as Roman closet drama. These plays, usually
performed in Latin, adhered to classical ideas of unity and decorum, but
they were also more static, valuing lengthy speeches over physical
action. Shakespeare would have learned this theory at grammar school,
where Plautus and especially Terence were key parts of the curriculum
and were taught in editions with lengthy theoretical introductions.

Let Us Sum Up

William Shakespeare is one of the greatest writers of all time.
Furthermore, his excellence in story writing, narrative building, and
character development is of the highest order.

Check your Progress

1. Describe the life of William Shakespeare.

2. Discuss the characteristics of Shakespeare’s plays.
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Glossary

Calibre:The quality or ability of a person or thing.

Pre-eminent: Surpassing all others; very distinguished in some way.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Wiliam Shakespeare was an actor, playwright, poet, and theatre
entrepreneur in London. He was baptized on 26 April 1564 in
Stratford-upon-Avon in Warwickshire. At the age of 18 he married
Anne Hathaway with whom he had three children. He died in his
home town of Stratford on 23 April 1616, aged 51.

2. The characteristics of Shakespeare’s plays are:
There is some element of separation and reunification
Mistaken identities, often involving disguise
A clever servant
Family tensions that are usually resolved in the end
Complex, interwoven plot-lines

Frequent use of puns and other styles of comedy

Suggested Readings

1. Hyland, Peter. An Introduction to Shakespeare: the dramatist in his
context. Bloomsbury Publishing, 1996.

2. Smith, Emma. The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare.
Cambridge University Press, 2007.
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Unit-6

Introduction to W.W. Jacob

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

6.1. Introduction

6.2. W.W. Jacob’s Life

6.3. W.W. Jacob’s Plays

Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

In this unit, students may able to understand the life and works of W.W.
Jacob.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:
To learn, read and comprehend Jacob's plays.

To understand why Jacob’s plays still resonate with readers and
audiences today.

To learn how the plots of these plays are structured and why
those structures have proved to be so enduring.

6.1. Introduction

William Wymark Jacobs (8 September 1863 — 1 September 1943) was
an English author of short fiction and drama. His best remembered story
is "The Monkey's Paw".

6.2. W.W. Jacob’s Life

William Wymark Jacobs, usually known as W.W. Jacobs, was a
prominent Edwardian horror and crime writer, playwright, and humorist;
he is perhaps best known for his 1902 short story, “The Monkey’'s Paw”.
Jacobs was born in 1863 in Wapping, a part of East London near the
Thames. His father was a wharf manager. As a child he was known to
be rather shy, but he enjoyed traveling to visit his relatives in East
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Anglia. After leaving private school at sixteen he became a postal bank
clerk. He then worked in the savings bank department from 1883-
1899.Jacobs married Agnes Williams, a socialist and suffragist, in 1900.
The couple had a relatively well-to-do lifestyle. Jacobs bought other
houses at Loughton, Essex. He died at Hornsey Lane, Islington, London
in 1943.

6.3. W.W. Jacob’s Plays

Jacobs is remembered for a macabre tale, "The Monkey's Paw",
(published 1902 in a short-story collection, The Lady of the Barge) and
several other ghost stories, including "The Toll House" (from the 1909
collection Sailors' Knots) and "Jerry Bundler" (from the 1901 Light
Freights). Most of his work was humorous. His favourite subject was
marine life — "men who go down to the sea in ships of moderate
tonnage,” said Punch, reviewing his first collection, Many Cargoes,
which gained popular success on publication in 1896.

Many Cargoes was followed by the novel The Skipper's Wooing in 1897,
and another collection of short stories, Sea Urchins (1898), confirmed
his popularity. Other titles included Captains All, Sailors' Knots, and
Night Watches.

The title of the last reflects the popularity of an enduring character: the
night-watchman on the wharf in Wapping, recounting the preposterous
adventures of his acquaintances Ginger Dick, Sam Small, and Peter
Russet. These three characters, pockets full after a long voyage, took
lodgings together, set on enjoying a long spell ashore, but the crafty
inhabitants of dockland London soon relieved them of their funds,
assisted by their own fecklessness and credulity. Jacobs showed a
delicacy of touch in his use of the coarse vernacular of the East End of
London, which attracted the respect of such writers as P. G.
Wodehouse, who mentions Jacobs in his autobiographical work Bring on
the Girls!, written with Guy Bolton and published in 1954.

The stories in Many Cargoes had varied previous serial publication,
while those in Sea Urchins were for the most part published in Jerome
K. Jerome's Idler. From October 1898, Jacobs's stories appeared in the
Strand, which provided him with financial security almost up to his death.
Jacobs's short-story output declined somewhat around the time of the
First World War. His literary efforts thereafter were mainly adaptations of
his own short stories for the stage. His first stage work, The Ghost of
Jerry Bundler, opened in London in 1899, was revived in 1902 and was
eventually published in 1908. He wrote 18 plays altogether, some in
collaboration.
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Let Us Sum Up

After reading this unit, students have understood W.W. Jacob’s life and
plays.

Check your Progress

1. Describe the early life of W. W. Jacob.

2. Mention a technique of W.W. Jacobs’s writing.

Glossary

Coziness: A state of warm snug comfort.

Superstition: A belief that cannot be explained by reason or science.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Wiliam W.W. Jacobs, in full Wililam Wymark Jacobs, (born
September 8, 1863, London, England — died September 1, 1943,
London), English short-story writer best known for his classic horror
story “The Monkey’s Paw.”

2. W.W. Jacob creates suspense and tension as he uses the right
words and types of sentences at the right time.

Suggested Readings

1. Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia. Literature: An introduction to fiction,
poetry, drama, and writing. Pearson, 2013.
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Unit-7

Shakespeare - Funeral Oration (Act I
Scene Il) Julius Caesar

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

7.1. Introduction

7.2. Summary of Act Il Scene Il
7.3. Plot & Characters of the Play
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress
Suggested Readings

Overview

Students will come to know the funeral oration expressed in Julius
Caesar from this Unit.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:
To learn, read and comprehend Shakespeare's plays.

To understand why Shakespeare’s plays still resonate with
readers and audiences today.

To learn how the plots of these plays are structured and why
those structures have proved to be so enduring.

7.1. Introduction

In act 11l scene I, Brutus and Antony spoke about the reason of Caesar's
death. Principles are shown when Antony talks about Caesar are killed
for his ambitions and that it should be for the good of the people.

7.2. Summary of Act Ill Scene |l

The citizens demand answers regarding Caesar’s death. Brutus makes

a speech explaining that although he valued Caesar as a friend, it was

appropriate to kill him for his ambition and that he did so with the good of

Rome in mind. He challenges the crowd, saying that anyone who loves
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his freedom must stand with Brutus. Mark Antony enters with Caesar’s
body. The crowd clamours for Brutus, and Brutus tells them to listen to
Mark Antony. The plebeians are reluctant to listen to Mark Antony at all,
claiming that Caesar was a tyrant.

Antony addresses them, appearing at first to praise the conspirators. His
speech gradually inspires doubt about the conspirators through his
praise of Caesar, particularly after he shows the crowd Caesar's
wounded body and reads Caesar’s will, which bequeaths money to each
citizen and makes some of Caesar’s private lands into public parks. The
crowd begins to cry for revenge on the conspirators, and Mark Antony
pretends to dissuade them, but they run off to attack the conspirators
anyway. A messenger from Octavius arrives and says that Octavius and
Lepidus are waiting for Antony at Caesar’s house.

7.3. Plot & Characters of the Play

Brutus and Cassius enter the Forum with a crowd of plebeians. Cassius
exits to speak to another portion of the crowd. Brutus addresses the
onstage crowd, assuring them that they may trust in his honour. He did
not kill Caesar out of a lack of love for him, he says, but because his
love for Rome outweighed his love of a single man. He insists that
Caesar was great but ambitious: it was for this reason that he slew him.
He feared that the Romans would live as slaves under Caesar’'s
leadership.

He asks if any disagree with him, and none do. He thus concludes that
he has offended no one and asserts that now Caesar’s death has been
accounted for, with both his virtues and faults in life given due attention.
Antony then enters with Caesar’s body. Brutus explains to the crowd that
Antony had no part in the conspiracy but that he will now be part of the
new commonwealth. The plebeians cheer Brutus's apparent kindness,
declaring that Brutus should be Caesar. He quiets them and asks them
to listen to Antony, who has obtained permission to give a funeral
oration. Brutus exits.

Antony ascends to the pulpit while the plebeians discuss what they have
heard. They now believe that Caesar was a tyrant and that Brutus did
right to kill him. But they wait to hear Antony. He asks the audience to
listen, for he has come to bury Caesar, not to praise him. He
acknowledges Brutus’s charge that Caesar was ambitious and maintains
that Brutus is “an honourable man,” but he says that Caesar was his
friend (l11.ii.84). He adds that Caesar brought to Rome many captives,
whose countrymen had to pay their ransoms, thus filling Rome’s coffers.
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He asks rhetorically if such accumulation of money for the people
constituted ambition.

Antony continues that Caesar sympathized with the poor: “When that the
poor have cried, Caesar hath wept” (I11.ii.88). He reminds the plebeians
of the day when he offered the crown to Caesar three times, and Caesar
three times refused. Again, he ponders aloud whether this humility
constituted ambition. He claims that he is not trying to disprove Brutus’'s
words but rather to tell them what he, Antony, knows; he insists that as
they all loved Caesar once, they should mourn for him now.

Antony pauses to weep. The plebeians are touched; they remember
when Caesar refused the crown and wonder if more ambitious people
have not stepped into his place. Antony speaks again, saying that he
would gladly stir them to mutiny and rebellion, though he will not harm
Brutus or Cassius, for they are again honourable men. He then brings
out Caesar’s will. The plebeians beg him to read it. Antony says that he
should not, for then they would be touched by Caesar’s love for them.
They implore him to read it. He replies that he has been speaking too
long-he wrongs the honourable men who have let him address the
crowd.

The plebeians call the conspirators traitors and demand that Antony
read the will. Finally, Antony descends from the pulpit and prepares to
read the letter to the people as they stand in a circle around Caesar’'s
corpse. Looking at the body, Antony points out the wounds that Brutus
and Cassius inflicted, reminding the crowd how Caesar loved Brutus,
and yet Brutus stabbed him viciously. He tells how Caesar died and
blood ran down the steps of the Senate. Then he uncovers the body for
all to see. The plebeians weep and become enraged. Antony says that
they should not be stirred to mutiny against such “honourable men”
(111.ii.148). He protests that he does not intend to steal away their hearts,
for he is no orator like Brutus. He proclaims himself a plain man; he
speaks only what he knows, he says-he will let Caesar’'s wounds speak
the rest. If he were Brutus, he claims, he could urge them to rebel, but
he is merely Antony.

Let Us Sum Up

In Act 3 Scene 2, The citizens demand answers regarding Caesar's
death. Brutus makes a speech explaining that although he valued
Caesar as a friend, killing him for his ambition was appropriate and that
he did so with the good of Rome in mind.
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Check your Progress

1.

What is the Theme of Act 3 Scene 2 of the Funeral Oration by
William Shakespeare?

Describe the Plot and Characters of the Play of Act 3 Scene 2 of the
Funeral Oration of William Shakespeare.

Glossary

Ambition: Something that you very much want to have or do.

Implore: To ask somebody with great emotion to do something,

because you are in a very serious situation.

Answers to Check your Progress

1.

Antony's funeral oration in act three, scene two of Julius Caesar is
the dramatic high point of the play. The speech shifts the balance of
power in Antony’s favour, because it immediately spurs the masses
to riot against the conspirators.

In the Act 3 Scene 2, The citizens demand answers regarding
Caesar's death. Brutus makes a speech explaining that although he
valued Caesar as a friend, it was appropriate to kill him for his
ambition and that he did so with the good of Rome in mind.

Suggested Readings

1.

Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia. Literature: An introduction to fiction,
poetry, drama, and writing. Pearson, 2013.
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Unit-8

W.W. Jacob’s Monkey’s Paws

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

8.1. Introduction

8.2. Summary of Monkey's Paws
8.3. Analysis of the Major Characteristics of the Play
8.4. Literary Devices

Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

The purpose of the story "The Monkey's Paw" is to express the power of
fate. In the story, Morris relays that the man who put the spell on the
paw told him that, "Fate rules people's lives and those who interfere with
fate do so to their sorrow."

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able to explain:
Summary of Monkey’s Paws
Analysis of the Major Characteristics of the Play
Literary Devices

8.1. Introduction

"The Monkey's Paw" is a horror short story by author W. W. Jacobs, first
published in England in 1902. In the story, three wishes are granted to
the owner of The Monkey's Paw, but the wishes come with an enormous
price for interfering with fate.

8.2. Summary of Monkey’s Paws

"The Monkey's Paw" is set in the White family home in England. It

begins on a dark and stormy night, so we know we're in for a scary story.

The Whites — Mr. and Mrs. White and their adult son Herbert — are inside

enjoying a cozy evening around the fire. Soon Sergeant-Major Morris

arrives. He's been in the army in India for the past 21 years. He tells the
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Whites stories of his adventures in that faraway land and shows them a
monkey's paw that has the power to grant three wishes. Mr. White wants
the paw, but Morris tells him it's cursed — people get hurt when their
wishes are granted. He tries to burn the paw in the fire, but Mr. White
shatches it up and buys it. After Morris leaves, Mr. White, following
Herbert's suggestion, wishes for two hundred pounds, the amount of
money he would need to pay off the bank and own the house outright.

The next morning, Herbert goes off to work as usual and Mrs. White
watches for the two hundred pounds to show up. In the afternoon, a
fancily dressed man pays the Whites a visit. He is from Maw and
Meggins, the company Herbert works for. The man tells the Whites that
Herbert has been killed in a machinery accident. (We aren't given details
of Herbert's work, but the clues suggest that he works in some kind of
factory).

The man says that the company takes no blame for Herbert's death but
wants to give the Whites some money to help with their loss. You can
probably guess how much money the man gives the Whites. That's right,
two hundred pounds. Mrs. White screams and Mr. White faints.

Full of sadness over Herbert's death, Mr. and Mrs. White bury him in the
cemetery two miles from their home. One night Mrs. White gets a bright
idea: use those other two wishes to bring Herbert back! She shares her
plan with Mr. White. He thinks it's a bad idea he could barely look at
Herbert's mangled body when he went to identify it. His wife really turns
up the heat, though, and he caves in. Mr. White pulls out the cursed
monkey's paw and wishes Herbert back to life.

Nothing happens, so the Whites go back to bed. Soon after, someone —
or something — starts pounding on the door. (Have you seen Pet
Sematary? This cannot be good.) Mrs. White is sure it's Herbert — it just
took him a minute to get there from the cemetery. Mr. White is sure it's
Herbert too, and he doesn't want his son to get in the house, so he
makes his third wish on the monkey's paw. (We aren't told what it is.)
The knocking stops. Mr. White hears Mrs. White open the door. He
hears her scream out in agony because Herbert is not there. He goes
outside with her and sees that the road is completely empty.

8.3. Analysis of the Major Characters of the Play

Herbert White

The son of Mr. and Mrs.White. Herbert is an irreverent, affectionate, and
loyal young man and the only surviving child of the Whites. He works in
an unidentified capacity with heavy machinery at a company called
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Maws and Meggins. It is possible, although not certain, that Mr. White's
second wish reanimates Herbert as a terrifying corpse. Read an in-
depth analysis of Herbert White.

Mrs. White

Herbert's mother and Mr. White's wife. Mrs. White is an intelligent and
passionate woman. She shares her husband’s and son’s fascination with
Sergeant-Major Morris’s stories and questions him just as eagerly as
they do. She is lovingly attentive to her husband and son, although she
also enjoys teasing them. Herbert's death traumatizes Mrs. White, and
she forces Mr. White to wish Herbert back to life. Read an in-depth
analysis ofMrs. White.

Mr. White

Herbert’s father and Mrs. White’s husband. Mr. White is an old man who
is both curious and malleable. A poor man, he thinks longingly about the
exotic lands he has never visited. The monkey’s paw fascinates him in
part because of its connection to those lands. Although it is Mr. White
who makes all three wishes, he makes the first two only at the
suggestions of his wife and son. Read an in-depth analysis of Mr. White.

Sergeant-Major Morris

A friend of the Whites. A mysterious and possibly sinister figure,
Sergeant-Major Morris enjoys talking about his adventures abroad and
shows the Whites his monkey's paw, in spite of his professed
reservations. A jaded and world-weary man, he discourages Mr. White
from dreaming of India, suggesting that life is better and simpler at home
in England. He throws the monkey’'s paw into the fire and urges
Mr.White not to make any wishes, but he ultimately tells him exactly how
to make a wish.

The Representative

The man who informs Mr. and Mrs. White of Herbert's death. The
nervous representative sympathizes with the Whites and tries to
distance himself from Maw and Meggins’s failure to take responsibility,
stressing that he is following orders and not expressing his own feelings.
He gives Mr. and Mrs. White two hundred pounds from the company.

8.4. Literary Devices

Genre - Short Story (Horror)
Setting and Context - Turn-of-the-20th-century England

Narrator and Point of View - Third-person omniscient
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Tone and Mood - Ominous, foreboding, uncertain tone; dreary,
suspenseful, terrifying mood

Protagonist and Antagonist
Protagonist - Mr. White and his family
Antagonist - The Monkey's Paw

Major Conflict - The major conflict is whether Mr. White's wishes will
bring the family good or evil.

Climax - The climax occurs when the Maw and Meggins representative
announces that Herbert is dead and the family will be given two hundred
pounds.

Foreshadowing - There is a multitude of foreshadowing. All of Morris's
words about being wary of the talisman, of the sorrows it brought to the
past owners, and his cautions and ominous hints for the Whites, lead the
reader to anticipate that there will be issues ahead for the family if they
use the paw.

Understatement- "He was caught in the machinery" is an
understatement because Herbert was killed and his body monstrously
mangle.

Let Us Sum Up

Students have been understood the Summary of Monkey's Paws,
analysis of the Major Characteristics of the Play and literary Devices.

Check your Progress

1. Describe the “Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacob.

2. What are the dramatic techniques used in the “Monkey’s Paw"?

Glossary

Protagonist: The main character in a play, film or book.

Antagonist: A person who is strongly against somebody/something.
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Answers to Check your Progress

1. The Monkey’s Paw is a horror short story of W.W. Jacobs, published
in England in 1902. The story is basically set upon three wishes’ that
are granted in it. The paw of a dead monkey is a symbolic talisman
that its possessor ‘three wishes’ but they come with an enormous
price or interfering with fate. The story centers round.

2. The author has employed foreshadowing imagery, allusion and
symbolism to excavate the fatalistic consequences, tempting to all
his readers economy of diction is greatly used for the superstructure
of setting, atmosphere, suspense, sometimes awe and “paw”
sometimes.

Suggested Readings

1. Kennedy, X. J., and Dana Gioia. Literature: An introduction to fiction,
poetry, drama, and writing. Pearson, 2013.
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Block-3: Introduction

Block-3: Reading - has been divided in to four Units.

Unit-9: Reading Comprehension deals with Introduction, What is
Reading Comprehension and the Effective Reading Skills.

Unit-10: Reading Skills discuss about Introduction, Importance of
Reading Skills, Skimming, Scanning and Predicting, Inductive and
Deductive Reasoning.

Unit-11: Types and Methods of Reading Skills explains about
Introduction, Short Narratives and Descriptions from Newspapers,
Reading Longer and Different Types of Texts and Critical / Close
Reading.

Unit-12: Hints Development presents about Introduction, Key Points of
Hints Development and Note Making.

In all the units of Block -3 Reading, the Check your progress, Glossary,
Answers to Check your progress and Suggested Reading has been
provided and the Learners are expected to attempt all the Check your
progress as part of study.
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Unit-9

Reading Comprehension

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

9.1. Introduction

9.2. What is Reading Comprehension?
9.3. Effective Reading Skills

Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

Comprehension ensures our students are acquiring knowledge from the
texts they are reading.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To evaluate and discuss ideas, events, and information about the
text.

To Apply and extend these ideas to real-life situations.

9.1. Introduction

Comprehension skills are the ability to use context and prior knowledge
to aid reading and to make sense of what one reads and hear. So,
'Reading Comprehension' is the ability to grasp something mentally and
the capacity to understand ideas and facts. The use of context to assist
the recognition of words and meaning.

9.2. What Is Reading Comprehension?

Reading comprehension is the ability to process what is being read,
understand the meaning the author is trying to convey - both textually
and sub textually - and make inferences based on prior knowledge.
Reading comprehension involves both text comprehension and
vocabulary knowledge. You need to know what each word means
individually and as part of the whole in addition to what the text is trying

to convey.
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9.3. Effective Reading Skills

Essential skills needed for reading comprehension include Decoding,
Fluency, Vocabulary, Inference, and Retention.

Decoding

Decoding is a skill that relies on your ability to sound out words you've
heard but never seen written out. It relies on phonemic awareness,
which is the ability to hear individual sounds in words and connect those
sounds to letters. Making the connection between a letter or group of
letters the sounds they make and is a crucial step to “sounding out” or
decoding words.

Fluency

Fluency refers to a mix of different factors. First, it focuses on your ability
to read clearly with the flow. Fluency also focuses on your ability to
decode new vocabulary quickly while reading. Fluency is what it sounds
like to read, which can directly impact your ability to comprehend what
you read. For example, as a child becomes more fluent in their reading,
they will be able to quickly find meaning and an understanding of what
they read, which contributes to understanding the text.

Vocabulary

The ability to decode or determine the meaning of new words can also
influence your reading comprehension. When you can quickly interpret
new meanings and identify relationships between new vocabulary and
familiar terms, you can increase your ability to make assumptions, form
ideas and generally better understand the texts you read.

Inference

Inference is also a key element of reading comprehension. When we
make inferences, we are connecting information from texts to our own
ideas and opinions that help us identify the meaning of what we read.
For instance, when reading an article about plastics in the oceans, you
might make an inference that to reduce the amount of plastic waste you
should recycle. Inferring happens when we read a text where the
purpose and meaning of the text is not implicitly stated. Additionally, the
ability to connect ideas and make inferences can help increase
retention.

Retention

Reading comprehension is typically all about retaining what we read.
Comprehension is based on the retention of information. By practicing
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your summarizing skills and remembering what you have read, you can
further strengthen your reading comprehension.

Let Us Sum Up

Students have understood what is Reading Comprehension and
effective reading Skills.

Check your Progress

1. What is Reading Comprehension?

2. Explain the strategies to read effectively.

Glossary

Comprehension: The ability to understand.

Implicit: Suggested though not directly expressed.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Reading comprehension is the ability to process what is being read,
understand the meaning the author is trying to convey both textually
and sub textually and make inferences based on prior knowledge.

2. Inferencing - When reading the text, students take their past
knowledge and arrive at a conclusion based on the clues they
receive from what they've read.

Synthesizing - Students combine new information with their prior
knowledge to formulate a new thought or idea.

Suggested Readings

1. Clarke, Paula J., et al. Developing reading comprehension. John
Wiley & Sons, 2013.

2. Sweet, Anne P., and Catherine E. Snow eds. Rethinking reading
comprehension. Guilford Press, 2003.
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Unit-10

Reading Skills

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

10.1. Introduction

10.2. Importance of Reading Skills

10.3. Skimming, Scanning and Predicting
10.4. Inductive and Deductive Reasoning
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

Students can able to understand, Importance of Reading Skills,
Skimming, Scanning and Predicting, Inductive and Deductive
Reasoning.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To evaluate and discuss ideas, events, and information about the
text.

To Apply and extend these ideas to real-life situations.

10.1. Introduction

A reading skill or ability is, in simple terms, the ability for someone to
interact with a text and take in the words.

10.2. Importance of Reading Skills

Reading enhances our life in several ways:
Exercising Your Mind

One of the advantages of reading is that it engages various parts of your
brain. When you read, you exercise your comprehension abilities and
your analytical abilities. It fires up your imagination and stimulates the
memory centres of your mind. It helps recall information as well as
stabilize your emotions.
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The importance of a reading habit is that it strengthens mental muscles.
Reading is one of the best mental workouts there is. It's been found that
regular mental stimulation can slow down and possibly even prevent
diseases like Alzheimer's and dementia. Reading keeps the mind agile
and young.

The Role Reading Skill in Communication

Swedish-American writer Frans Johansson, in his book The Medici
Effect, explains how creativity is intersectional. Ideas born in one
medium and industry can be used as inspiration for others. Reading and
writing work in similar ways. Reading improves your writing style and
flow. Writers learn to perfect their craft by taking inspiration from other
writers. It's impossible to be a good writer if you don't read. Acclaimed
author Stephen King is said to carry a book with him wherever he goes.
He even reads while eating. Another vital role of reading skills in
communication is perfecting your oratory skills. Reading teaches you a
new words and perspectives. It helps strengthen language and sharpens
sentence structure. It gives you a better command of the language. All of
these are critical to being a good speaker.

Finding Yourself

Books work as portals to newer worlds. They have the potential to
broaden your perspective, shape your attitude towards others and life,
and open you up to new ways of thinking about everyday life. One of the
several advantages of reading is that it helps shape your identity. When
you read, you decide whom you want to become. You borrow bits from
fictional characters you hold dear. For example, reading Sherlock
Holmes can inspire you to become a detective or simply become more
observant and analytical.

Becoming a Well-read Individual

Well-read individuals are held in awe. The words “well-read” are often
used to denote a learned individual, full of wisdom. Before the internet,
books were the only sources of information and knowledge. Books
contain the collective wisdom of our times. The more you read, the more
you will learn about the world and the people in it. One of the great
benefits of reading is that it helps you evolve your understanding of the
world.

Keeping calm and Entertained

Books can be a perfect escape from reality. They can cheer you up
when you’re down, motivate you when you’re sad, and even keep you
company when everybody else is busy. One of the benefits of reading is
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that it relaxes your mind and body. You recharge your energy levels
much faster when you read. Reading is the best way to end the day on a
calm note. It may even help you fall asleep much faster.

10.3. Skimming, Scanning and Predicting

Predicting content

To familiarize yourself with a text, it is a good idea to make predictions
by looking at pictures and headings before you start to read. Think about
the following questions before you read a text: What do the pictures
show? What do the headings and subheadings tell you? What topic
might the article be about? What do you already know about this topic?

Skimming

Skimming involves reading quickly to get the main idea of a text.
Reading topic sentences (usually the first sentence of a paragraph) can
be an effective way of understanding the main idea of the text.

Scanning

Scanning involves searching for numbers, symbols and long words in a
text. This is a useful way of locating answers in reading exams.

10.4. Inductive & Detective Reasoning

Inductive reasoning works the other way, moving from specific
observations to broader generalizations and theories. Informally, we
sometimes call this a “bottom-up” approach (please note that it's
“bottom-up” and not “bottoms up” which is the kind of thing the bartender
says to customers when he’s trying to close for the night!). In inductive
reasoning, we begin to detect patterns and regularities, formulate some
tentative hypotheses that we can explore, and finally end up developing
some general conclusions or theories.

Deductive reasoning works from the more general to the more specific.
Sometimes this is informally called a “top-down” approach. We might
begin by thinking up a theory about our topic of interest. We then narrow
that down into more specific hypotheses that we can test. We narrow
down even further when we collect observations to address the
hypotheses. This ultimately leads us to be able to test the hypotheses
with specific data.

Let Us Sum Up

Students have understood set aside time to read each day, set reading
goals, preview the texts they read, determine the purpose, apply key
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reading strategies, take notes while they read and apply what they read
by summarizing.

Check your Progress

1. What is Reading skill?

2. Give the importance of Reading Skills.

Glossary

Hypotheses: A supposition or proposed explanation made on the basis

of limited evidence as a starting point for further
investigation.

Answers to Check your Progress

1.

A reading skill or ability is the ability for someone to interact with a
text and take in the words.

Reading in the early years has numerous benefits and is the key to a
child’s mental and emotional growth. One key benefit of inculcating
the habit of reading is the development of critical thinking skills.
Reading books increases your knowledge, enhances your
inventiveness, builds your vocabulary and generally makes you
smarter.

Suggested Readings

1.

Clarke, Paula J., et al. Developing reading comprehension. John
Wiley & Sons, 2013.

Sweet, Anne P., and Catherine E. Snow eds. Rethinking reading
comprehension. Guilford Press, 2003.
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Unit-11

Types and Methods of Reading Skills

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

11.1. Introduction

11.2. Short Narratives and Descriptions from Newspapers
11.3. Reading Longer and Different Types of Texts
11.4. Critical / Close Reading

Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

A reading skill or ability is, in simple terms, the ability for someone to
interact with a text and take in the words.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able to:

Evaluate and discuss ideas, events, and information about the
text.

To Apply and extend these ideas to real-life situations.

11.1. Introduction

A reading skill or ability is, in simple terms, the ability for someone to
interact with a text and take in the words.

11.2. Short Narratives and Descriptions from Newspapers

News develops every day. The beauty of the newspaper in the
classroom is that it is also fresh each day. It comes to you with the latest
news and information and, unlike other media, comes beautifully written
with lots of detail. Stories unfold as reporters unearth more information
to reconstruct what happened. There is truly no better record of the
world's happenings than a newspaper.

For teachers, the newspaper offers a special attraction. It has been
called the living textbook and it lives up to that name. The newspaper
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can be used to enhance skills in reading, writing, listening, speaking,
math, social studies and science. Critical thinking is the natural
outgrowth of using a newspaper to learn.

Unlike textbooks, which are several years outdated by the time they get
into students' hands, the newspaper comes alive with information. The
newspaper expands the curriculum with an unlimited amount of
information to use as a background for learning activities.

11.3. Reading Longer and Different Types of Texts

Beyond the challenges of grammar, punctuation, and spelling, students
need to understand the conventions and structures of the many different
text types or genres. Each time we put pen to paper, we set off with the
intention of completing a specific task. That is, we begin with a purpose
we wish to accomplish with our writing. There are lots of different
reasons that can spur us to begin writing. For each of these reasons,
there are general conventions or criteria that students must understand
and incorporate into their work if they're to achieve their purpose
effectively.

1. Narrative text type.

2. Expository text type.

3. Argumentative text type.
4. Literature.

5. External links.

11.4. Critical / Close Reading

Critical reading is the most in-depth and intensive type of reading. As the
name suggests, it involves having a critical eye and essentially holding
up a metaphorical magnifying glass to the text you're reading. It's not
about looking for faults and flaws in the text but instead holding the
author and their ideas to account. Can they back up what they're
saying? Is there sufficient evidence to prove their point? To read a text
critically, you have to analyze what the text is saying and how it's saying
it (such as by taking a look at the literary devices it uses). From this, you
make inferences and use your own judgement to reach a conclusion -
do you agree or disagree with what the text is saying or trying to say?
Critical reading is used to analyze various texts including novels, poems,
articles and even what we see on social media or television.
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Let Us Sum Up

Students have understood the Reading Technique: Skimming. Reading
Technique: Scanning. Reading Method: Active Reading, Reading
Method: Detailed Reading and Reading Technique: Structure-
Proposition-Evaluation.

Check your Progress

1. Write the uses of Reading Longer.

2. Discuss the strategies to critical reading.

Glossary

Evaluation: The making of a judgement about the amount, number,
or value of something.

Description: A spoken or written account of a person, object, or
event.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Reading is a key to learning. It's a skill that everyone should develop
in their life. The ability to read enables us to discover new facts and
opens the door to a new world of ideas, stories and opportunities.
We can gather ample information and use it in the right direction to
perform various tasks in our life.

2. Read slowly making a conscious effort to reduce your writing speed
can help you get a deeper understanding of the text's meaning and
nuances. Analyze the title Starting your analysis with the title can
reveal some of the author's intentions, attitude and biases.

Suggested Readings

1. Clarke, Paula J., et al. Developing reading comprehension. John
Wiley & Sons, 2013.

2. Sweet, Anne P., and Catherine E. Snow eds. Rethinking reading
comprehension. Guilford Press, 2003.
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Unit-12

Hints Development

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

12.1. Introduction

12.2. Key Points of Hints Development
12.3. Note Making

Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

Students should understand good writing comes from the creativity
inside them, making it hard to teach. There are a range of techniques
available to writers that serve many different purposes; some help you
highlight a point, while others aid the description of lifeless objects.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able :

To evaluate and discuss ideas, events, and information about the
text.

To Apply and extend these ideas to real-life situations

12.1. Introduction

Hints Development is the expansion of hints, words and phrases into a
readable passage.

12.2. Key Points of Hints Development

. Tell a Story

. Describe Something

. Use a Quotation

. Use a Surprising Fact or Statistic

. Go for Common Ground

o 00 B~ W ON P

. Ask a Question
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7. Start with a Controversial Thesis
8. Provide Background Information
Example
Develop a story from the hints.

Lion - sleeping in a forest - mouse - playing on it - angry lion - threatened
to kill the mouse - mouse asked to forgive - promised to save him one
day - lion laughed - let him off - another day - lion caught by hunter - in
net - mouse heard the lion roar - mouse cut the net with his teeth - lion
escaped - thanked the mouse.

Story: The Lion and the Mouse

One day a lion was sleeping in a forest. A small mouse was playing
nearby. It started playing on the body of the lion. This disturbed the lion's
sleep, and he got angry. The lion threatened to kill the mouse by
crushing it. The scared mouse asked forgiveness from the lion. Further,
he promised he would save the lion one day. The lion started laughing.

He wondered how such a small animal like a mouse could save a huge
animal like a lion. But he let the mouse go off. Some days later, the lion
was caught in a hunter's net. The lion tried to free himself, but he could
not. He started roaring in fear and sorrow. The mouse heard the lion's
roar and came to his rescue. The mouse started biting the net with these
teeth. Slowly the net opened up, and the lion escaped. The lion thanked
the mouse with all his heart. He realized that no matter whether
someone is big or small, anybody can help the other person in need
anytime.

12.3. Note Making

Note Making is a way of recording important details from a source. This
source can be any book, article, meeting or any oral discussion. In note
making, the writer records the essence of the information. It helps us to
understand and clarify thinking.

There are three stages to making effective notes: before, during, and
after.

Before: Prepare by finding out what you need to know and what the
purpose of the reading or lecture is Note down main ideas and
keywords. Find techniques that work for you, after: Reflect and review
and then organize your notes.

Note making is an art. Be it for article writing, jotting down ideas for an
essay on environment, for story writing, or for competitive exams, you

need to have an outline so as to avoid missing any important detail.
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Here is a rough format you can follow to solve note making questions for
exams:

Heading/Title-This is the starting section of your note which must convey
the idea of the passage. Various sub-headings and points hereon
elaborate on this heading. It must be short, clear and crisp.

Subheadings, Points, and Sub-points— Sub-headings are fundamental
components of passage which further contain important information that
needs to be delineated into points and sub points.

Abbreviations and Symbols— In order to shorten long words, it is
common and permitted to use abbreviations while note making.
However, make use of abbreviate forms judiciously and remember to
provide a key at the end of your note, listing all the full forms. Common
symbols are also permitted.

Let Us Sum Up

Hints Development is the expansion of hints, words and phrases into a
readable passage. Note Making is a way of recording important details
from a source.

Check your Progress

1. What is Hints Development?

2. Write a note on the strategies for effective note-making.

Glossary

Delineated: Describe or portray (something) precisely.

Conflict: A serious disagreement or argument.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Hints Development is the expansion of hints, words and phrases into
the readable passage

2. Be clear and concise so that your notes will be easy to read and
understand later on. Leave extra space in your notes so you can add
further information and clarification as you learn more. Make your
notes visually pleasing and easy to skim through.

Suggested Readings

1. Clarke, Paula J., et al. Developing reading comprehension. John
Wiley & Sons, 2013.

2. Sweet, Anne P., and Catherine E. Snow eds. Rethinking reading
comprehension. Guilford Press, 2003.
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Block-4: Introduction

Block-4: Writing has been divided in to four Units.

Unit-13: Introduction to Writing deals with Introduction, Paragraph
writing, Free writing and the Dialogue writing.

Unit-14: Introduction to Reading explains about Introduction, Read a
Lot, Focus on Style and Write Often.

Unit-15: Introduction to Precis Writing presents about Introduction,
What is Precis Writing?, Dos and Don’ts of Precis Writing, Steps for
Precis Writing, Elements of Precis Writing, Features of a Good Precis
Writing and the Characteristics of Precis Writing.

Unit-16: Introduction to Note Taking discuss about Introduction, The
Cornell method, The Outlining Method, The Mapping Method, The
Charting Method and the The Sentence Method.

In all the units of Block -4 Writing, the Check your progress, Glossary,
Answers to Check your progress and Suggested Reading has been

provided and the Learners are expected to attempt all the Check your
progress as part of study.
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Unit-13

Introduction to Writing

STRUCTURE
Overview

Objectives

13.1. Introduction

13.2. Paragraph writing
13.3. Free writing

13.4. Dialogue writing
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress
Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

Writing is a process of reviewing, connecting and synthesizing ideas
from your lectures or reading. Making notes helps you to: stay active and
engaged during your lectures, reading and revision. Understand what
you are learning and clarify your thinking.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To evaluate and discuss ideas, events, and information about the
text.

To understand what you are learning and clarify your thinking.

13.1. Introduction

Writing is a medium of human communication that involves the
representation of a language through a system of physically inscribed,
mechanically transferred, or digitally represented symbols.

Basic writing skills: These include spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
handwriting and keyboarding, and sentence structure (e.g., learning to
eliminate run-ons and sentence fragments). Basic writing skills are
sometimes called the “mechanics” of writing.

Writing knowledge: Writing knowledge includes an understanding of
discourse and genre - for example, understanding that a narrative is

organized differently than an informational text. Students also need to
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learn that they are writing for an audience so they need to convey
meaning clearly to the people who will be reading their work.

13.2. Paragraph Writing

A paragraph is a series of sentences that are organized and coherent,
and are all related to a single topic. Almost every piece of writing you do
that is longer than a few sentences should be organized into
paragraphs.

Example
Paragraph on Pollution

Pollution has rattled the natural order of our ecosystems and has
brought heavy consequences to Earth’s inhabitants. The major reason
for Pollution is the unchecked and illegal activities that misuse natural
resources and don't follow guidelines set by the pollution control boards
across the country. Anything that causes Pollution is known as a
pollutant. It can be a solid, liquid, or even gas. No matter what state the
pollutant is in, it can have devastating effects on our natural ecosystem if
it is left unchecked.

Water pollution forms a major category of Pollution and has become an
urgent crisis in many countries. We cannot survive without water. So,
when most of the water bodies will dry up or get chocked, the human
population will come to an end. The next big form of Pollution is air
pollution. It is mainly caused by toxic exhumes from vehicles and the
burning of coal for electricity.

Soil pollution is witnessing an unexpected rise in recent times owing to
the mass deforestation and illegal farming activities in tropical forests.
Another significant yet largely ignored form of Pollution is noise pollution.
The high decibel noises coming out from jets and airplanes contribute to
noise pollution. It damages our eardrums and, in extreme cases, causes
deafness.

13.3. Free Writing

Free writing is the practice of writing down all your thoughts without
stopping, and without regard for spelling, grammar, or any of the usual
rules for writing. It might include a topic as a general guide, or it might
not. The purpose of the exercise varies, but it can be used to generate
ideas and to clear out distracting thoughts. There are various possible
forms of freewriting, such as journals, essays, and fiction writing.
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Examples of Free Writing
Dentists

| hate going to the dentist. I'm always afraid that they're going to hurt me,
and I'm not very good at pain, at tolerating pain, | mean. | remember the
first time, when | was a kid, going to the dentists, it seemed | never went
to the dentist when | was a kid until | had a toothache, that's my parents
fault, isn't it, |1 guess. They should have taken better care of my teeth
when | was little, and then | wouldn't have so much grief now with my
teeth. But back then | would go to the dentists and he would have this go
lawful drill that would make this awful noise and it seemed like it always
hurt.

| remember there was this sign in his office that said painless dentist,
UPSTAIRS, but there was no upstairs in his building. Some joke, huh? |
can't think of anything to say, and | can't think of anything more to say.
Oh, | wonder how come anyone in his right might mind would ever want
to become a dentist, putting his fingers into other people's mouths all
day, all that spit and blood and not there's the fear of getting AIDS from
your clients that they have to wear those rubber gloves and | hate the
feel of those things in my mouth, too, and the sound of that thing that
draws the spit out of your mouth. | wonder why my folks didn't take me to
the dentist before i had trouble. Probably because when they were
growing up it was bad times and they didn't have any money for things
like the dentist and it was just taken for granted that you were going to
get cavities and lose a lot of teeth before you were even an adult. | can't
think of anything more to say. | can't think of anything more to say. all |
know is that when | have kids, they're going to the dentist every six
months whether they want to or not and maybe by then they'll have
invented some way to absolutely prevent cavities and maybe there won't
even be any dentists or if there are it'll just be to clean your teeth and
make sure they're straight and pearly white and we won't worry about
cavities and stuff like that that causes pain anymore. Dentists, my
attitude has changed as | got older. They contain personal information or
are a written conversation. Informal letters are generally written to
friends, acquaintances, relatives etc.

13.4. Dialogue Writing

Dialogue is basically a conversation between two or more people. In
fiction, it is a verbal conversation between two or more conversations.
Sometimes it is a self-talking dialogue, they are known as a Monolog.
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Format of Dialogue Writing
New Paragraph for Every Speaker

Every speaker gets a new paragraph. Each time a speaker says
something, you have to put in a fresh paragraph, even if it is just one
word.

Punctuations Come under Quotation Marks
All the punctuations used with dialogue must be put under the quotes.
Remove End Quote if the Paragraph is Long

If the paragraph of dialogue is too long and you need to change the
paragraph, then there is no need to put end quotes.

Dialogue Tags

Dialogue tags i.e. He says/she says are always written outside the
dialogue and is separated by a comma. When dialogue ends in a
guestion or exclamation mark, tags that follow start in lower case.

For e.g.- He says, “We should start our own business.”
Use Single Quotation Mark to Quote Something with a Dialogue

If you have to quote something within a dialogue, we should put single
quotes as double quotes are already enclosing the main dialogue.
Foreg- Bill shouted, “ ‘boo! you lost the game

The Dialogue Ends with an Ellipsis

If the Dialogue ends with an ellipsis, we should not add a comma or any
other punctuation. For e.g.- She stared at the sunset. “I guess you'll go
back to doing what you do and I will...” her voice drifted off.

Solved Example

Write a Dialogue between You and Your Teacher about which Course to
Study at Vacations.

Child- Good Morning Sir, how are you?
Teacher- | am completely fine. What about you?
Student- | was wondering which course to learn in my vacation.

Teacher- It can be confusing with so many options online. You should
make a list and narrow it down as per your interest.

Student- | have tried that but still | am left with three options- Artificial
Intelligence, Machine learning or Data science.
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Teacher- Well! All of them are very interesting courses, but as far as |
remember you have always been interested in Atrtificial Intelligence.

Student- Yes! | do because | feel it is our future.

Teacher- Well then, it's no harm in pursuing it and later if you find it less
interesting you can always switch.

Student- Yes it sounds like a great idea. Thanks!

Let Us Sum Up

The focus of writing is on the process, not on the end product. It is useful
for all skill levels, from children to published authors, to develop
authentic, creative work. It breaks the act of writing into manageable
steps that can be taken over a period of time, rather than all at once.

Check your Progress

1. What s free writing?

2. Define paragraph writing.

Glossary

Authentic: undisputed origin and not a copy.

Devastating: Highly destructive or damaging.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Free writing is the practice of writing down all your thoughts without
stopping, and without regard for spelling, grammar, or any of the
usual rules for writing.

2. A paragraph is a series of sentences that are organized and
coherent, and are all related to a single topic. Almost every piece of
writing you do that is longer than a few sentences should be
organized into paragraphs.

Suggested Readings

1. Evans, E. Derry. A Handbook of Writing. Cambridge University
Press, 2013.

2. Warburton, Nigel. The basics of essay writing. Routledge, 2020.
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Unit-14

Introduction to Reading

STRUCTURE
Overview

Objectives

14.1. Introduction
14.2. Read a Lot
14.3. Focus on Style
14.4. Write Often

Let Us Sum Up
Check your progress
Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

Students can able to understand the following, be direct in your writing.
Good writing is clear and concise, choose your words wisely, short
sentences are more powerful than long sentences, write short
paragraphs, always use the active voice, review and edit your work, use
a natural, conversational tone, read famous authors.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be:

To evaluate and discuss ideas, events, and information about the
text.

To understand what you are learning and clarify your thinking.

14.1. Introduction

A writing technique is a style an author uses to convey their message in
a manner that is effective and meaningful to their audience.
Understanding the different types of writing techniques is important to
professionals because you will need to change your style of writing to
make a connection with your audience.

14.2. Read a Lot

We're taught from a very young age that reading as much as possible is
the pathway to success and fulfilment. Picture the smartest, hardest-
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working person you know, and chances are you picture them in a library
poring over a variety of texts for hours on end. While simply being an
avid reader does not ensure success, successful people are assuredly
avid readers.

Reading a lot does not only give extreme focus, but also helps the
Readers to set goals for themselves whenever they sit down with a good
book. Whether setting out to read a specific number of pages before
moving on to another activity, or deciding to read until a certain concept
is solidified in their mind, readers actively try to accomplish something
whenever they open a text. Successful people set goals for just about
every moment of their life, and continue working toward the goal until
they surpass it.

Benefits of reading

Improves brain connectivity, increases your vocabulary and
comprehension, Empowers you to empathize with other people, Aids in
sleep readiness, Reduces stress, Lowers blood pressure and heart rate,
Fights depression symptoms and helps us attain a peaceful mind,
Prevents cognitive decline as you age.

14.3. Focus on Style

Writing style is the voice and tone a writer uses to convey a story or
express an idea. Every writer has their own personal writing style based
on how they use words, their level of formality, their sentence structure,
and their overall approach to the art of writing. A good writer uses
different styles of writing depending on the purpose of their text. For
example, blogging has a more casual tone while business writing
requires more formal language.

Tips for improving your writing skills

To be a better writer, you need to know how to be direct and clear, while
also putting your own stamp on your writing. Follow these below writing
tips for improving your style: Be direct in your writing: good writing is
clear and concise. Lose filler words, like unnecessary adverbs and
prepositional phrases, simply take up space and weigh a sentence
down. Say exactly what you mean in the most direct way.

Choose your words wisely: There are many ways to write a sentence,
and there are different words you can choose to convey the same idea.
Always choose the simpler of two words. Use familiar vocabulary instead
of lofty words from the English language. Simple words are more direct
and easier for all readers to understand. Use a thesaurus if you need a
little help finding a replacement or an easier way to say something.
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Short sentences are more powerful than long sentences: A story loses
steam with wordiness. Short sentences are easier to comprehend,
something that readers appreciate. Avoid trying to pack too much into a
line. Every sentence should contain one thought or idea.

Write short paragraphs: Keep your paragraphs short and manageable.
Each one should consist of sentences that support the same idea. Short
paragraphs are easier to digest. They also create a more visually
appealing layout on the page Academic writing often consists of
lengthier paragraphs, as they need more information to support each
theme. In less formal writing, shorter paragraphs are the norm.

Always use the active voice: Use the active voice and adhere to subject-
verb-object sentence structure. It's the most direct path to making your
point. With the active voice, the subject is doing something, which is
more exciting than the passive voice, in which something is being done
to the subject. The passive voice might be grammatically correct, but it
creates long, complex sentences and is a weaker way of presenting
information

Review and edit your work. Proofreading your first draft should be the
first step in your editing process before you hand your story over to a
professional editor. Tighten your writing, check your word choice and
sentence structure, and hone your voice to improve your style.

Use a natural and conversational tone: Your writing style relies on your
own, unique voice. Communicate in your comfort zone. In other words,
write like you converse. Shape ideas with your original thoughts and
voice, and do your best to avoid clichés. Your writing style should reflect
your personality.

Read famous authors.

Pick up any book by Mark Twain, and you’ll know it's his writing simply
by the tone of the story and the words he uses. Great writers put a
stamp on their writing with a signature style. Along with works of fiction,
read Strunk and White's famous style guide. The Elements of Style.
Learning how other writers create their style. Then do the same with
your own writing.

14.4. Write Often

Good writing often follows a minimalist approach, using concise
language, short sentences, and careful word choice to appeal to a wider
audience, the only way one can master their writing skills is by writing
often. This method helps the readers become more connected to the
writings by appealing to their senses. Writing often comes with other
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benefits which improves your skills in the fields of, Better
Communication. Creativity, Sharpens Memory, Makes you a better
writer, Improves health, Improves self-expression, Helps in deep and
critical thinking.

Why is writing good for you?

There are so many reasons why writing is important. The act of writing
increases activity in parts of the brain similar to meditation. The act of
writing something down makes you more likely to remember it. Writing
by hand helps you think outside the box. It gives your mind free reign to
breathe and express itself outside your usual daily routine. Your mind
can replay the same worries in an endless stream of consciousness. But
when you're writing, you're not likely to write down the same thoughts
over and over. In this way, writing by hand pushes your mind forward
towards new observations and conclusions. It forces you to slow down
and fish out those shiny pebbles of insight from your stream of
consciousness. And this is a proven fact. In one study, children assigned
to write essays by hand were found to express more ideas than those
writing at a keyboard

How to take better Notes by hand?

Summarize and condense the points being made, ldentify the main
points and any frequent or emphasized keywords, Use Bullet points,
arrows and other signifiers. Underline or use your own shorthand,
Paraphrase, especially when it's a difficult concept, and say it in your
own words. Highlight, Sketch or make diagrams to help you better
process the material. Practice your handwriting: evidence shows that
good handwriting is related to improved academic performance.

Check your Progress

1) Write a note on the strategies improve writing effectively.

2) Why is writing good for you?

Let Us Sum Up

The focus of writing is on process, not on the end-product. It is useful for
all skill levels, from children to published authors, to develop an
authentic, creative work. It breaks the act of writing into manageable
steps that can be taken over a period of time, rather than all at once.

Glossary

Fiction - Literature in the form of prose, especially novels, that describes
imaginary events and people.
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Paraphrase - Express the meaning of (something written or spoken)
using different words, especially to achieve greater clarity.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Be direct in your writing.
Choose your words wisely.
Short sentences are more powerful than long sentences.
Write short paragraphs.
Always use the active voice.

2.  Summarize and condense the points being made, Identify the main
points and any frequent or emphasized keywords, Use Bullet
points, arrows and other signifiers. Underline or use your own
shorthand, Paraphrase, especially when it's a difficult concept, and
say it in your own words. Highlight, Sketch or make diagrams to
help you better process the material.

Suggested Readings

1. Evans, E. Derry. A Handbook of Writing. Cambridge University
Press, 2013.

2. Warburton, Nigel. The basics of essay writing. Routledge, 2020.
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Unit-15

Introduction to Precis Writing

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

15.1. Introduction

15.2. What is Precis Writing?

15.3. Dos and Don’ts of Precis Writing
15.4. Steps for Precis Writing

15.5. Elements of Precis Writing

15.6. Features of a Good Precis Writing
15.7. Characteristics of Precis Writing
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress
Suggested Readings

Overview

Students can able to understand the Do’s and Don’ts, Steps for Precis
writing, elements of Precis writing, features of Good Precis writing and
characteristics of precis writing.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To evaluate and discuss ideas and information about the
passage.

To understand what you are learning and clarify your thinking.

15.1. Introduction

A precis may be defined as a summary or shortened form of a piece of
writing, in which matters of detail are left out and only the important
points are retained. It is a short digest of the essential facts or ideas
contained in a given passage.

15.2. What is Precis Writing?

A Precis is a summary of a story. The gist of the passage is written in as
few words as possible. The reader should understand the idea
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expressed in the first reading by only reading the Precis. So, it should
have all the essential points. It is an exercise of comprehension. It must
always be shorter than the original passage.

15.3. Dos and Don’ts of Precis Writing

Do’s:

Do start with the main idea of the Precis so that the readers can quickly
grasp the base of the Precis, Pick out all the insignificant information in
the passage and remove them from your Precis, Create a proper
environment in order to incorporate all the important point, It is important
to mention the objective of Writing the Precis, Write the Precis in the
original flow of the writer to ensure that the message of Precis Writing
should be clear, Add the relevant keywords and keep a check on the
word count, Be sure to mention any historical fact in the past tense.

Don’ts:

Do not use abbreviations or short forms. Incorporate the only facts given
in the passage, Do not ask questions while Writing Precis. If it is
imperative, you can cover it in the form of a sentence, be sure not to
revolve around the same content, The Writing flow should not be jerky. It
implies that you are not confident with your content, don't keep the
Precis too long because it is a summary and It should be short, crisp,
and to the point.

15.4. Steps for Precis Writing

Start reading the paragraph carefully before Writing the Precis. It is
essential to understand the central theme of the passage. After
identifying the idea, incorporate it in the required manner, The word
count is another important factor for a good Precis. Check whether the
total number of words is given or not. If not, then count the number of
words. Generally, it should be one-third of the total words given in your
passage, you should be clear about the theme or idea of the passage for
Precis Writing. If you do not understand the theme, read the passage a
couple of times, before starting to write your Precis.

Make sure you are clear about the idea, while reading, note down the
points or highlight them. Try to find the points that are irrelevant to your
Precis, the heading of your Precis is critical. It should give a brief idea of
the passage given. So, choose your title, wisely, The Precis should be
arranged in a manner so that the reader understands the gist quickly.
Logically organize your sentences and write them in reported speech, for
an official Precis, you are required to provide titles and designations
instead of names.
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If there is no information provided, then write a personal name. Make
sure to follow the same throughout your Precis, before submitting, read it
carefully for mistakes. As it is already in a short manner, there should be
a minimal error, and at the end mention in a bracket the number of
words of your Precis.

15.5. Elements of Precis Writing

The following are the key elements of a Precis:

Clarity: A Precis is actually a summary of the story; hence a reader
should clearly understand what the story is about. Your Precis should be
easy for readers to understand.

Correctness: Always take care of punctuation, grammar, and sentence
structure mistakes while writing a Precis. Be sure to double-check all of
the dates, addresses, facts, and figures that were used in the original
passage.

Objectivity: Be objective while writing a Precise. You should only talk
about facts in your Precis. Do not try to give your opinions and views.

Conciseness: Always be concise while writing a summary of a story. A
writer should avoid repeating things and using unnecessary words.

Coherence: Your piece of Precis should make sense. You can say what
you want to say, but it should be presented clearly. Readers should not
get lost or confused while reading you're Precis. Use effective words that
help readers understand better.

15.6. Features of a Good Precis Writing

A good Precis must have clarity, brevity, and Precision, it should not be
just writing the sentences directly from the passage for Precis Writing. It
should be written in your own words, It is a miniature version of the given
passage, The Precis should be well-knit and well connected, It would be
best if you used linking words like so, therefore, and, because, further,
etc, It must have a good title, Must have coherence and follow the order
of the original extract, It must contain only the information given in the
passage of Precis Writing.

15.7. Characteristics of Precis Writing

The following are some of the primary Characteristics of Precis.

A Precis is usually short and to the point, as compared to the original
passage, it is an ideal demonstration of content in the original passage,
Precis filters out supporting ideas, supplementary details, and
illustrations of the original passage, It is written from the point of view of

83



the original authors of the content, Indirect speech is usually used in
Precis Writing, Third-person pronouns are mostly preferred in Precis
Writing.

Let Us Sum Up

The major purpose of a precis is to present faithfully, as briefly and
clearly as possible, the important ideas of the selection being “cut down.”
In order to grasp the central ideas, you must read carefully, analytically,
and reflectively. Look up the meanings of all words and phrases about
which you are in doubt.

Check your Progress

1. What is Precis writing?

2. What are the characteristics of a good precis?

Glossary

Incorporate: Take in or contain (something) as part of a whole.

Coherence: The quality of being logical and consistent.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. A Precis is a summary of a story. The gist of the passage is written in
as few words as possible. The reader should understand the idea
expressed in the first reading by only reading the Precis.

2. A Precis is usually short and to the point, as compared to the original
passage, it is an ideal demonstration of content in the original
passage, Precis filters out supporting ideas, supplementary details,
and illustrations of the original passage, It is written from the point of
view of the original authors of the content, Indirect speech is usually
used in Precis Writing, Third-person pronouns are mostly preferred
in Precis Writing.

Suggested Readings

1. Evans, E. Derry. A Handbook of Writing. Cambridge University
Press, 2013.

2. Warburton, Nigel. The basics of essay writing. Routledge, 2020.
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Unit-16

Introduction to Note Taking

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

16.1. Introduction

16.2. The Cornell method
16.3. The Outlining Method
16.4. The Mapping Method
16.5. The Charting Method
16.6. The Sentence Method
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress
Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

Making notes helps you to: stay active and engaged during your
lectures, reading and revision. Understand what you are learning and
clarify your thinking. Be selective and identify key ideas.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:

To evaluate and discuss ideas and information about the
passage.

To understand what you are learning and clarify your thinking.

16.1. Introduction

Note-taking (sometimes written as note taking or note taking) is the
practice of recording information from different sources and platforms.
By taking notes, the writer records the essence of the information,
freeing their mind from having to recall everything.
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16.2. The Cornell Method

The Cornell Method is a system for taking, organizing and reviewing
notes. Professor Walter Pauk of Cornell University devised this method
in the 1950s. The strategy involves learners dividing their paper into two
columns with a row across the bottom. The Cornell Note Taking method
discourages the use of long sentences. It is about short notes that you
write down in the right-hand column using recognizable abbreviations
and symbols. Prior to the note taking, draw up a list of abbreviations and
expressions. This makes the note-taking process even easier. Write
down important concepts, ideas, persons, formulas and graphs in the
right-hand column. Keep the bottom four centimetres of each page as a
summary or conclusion. Summarizing the notes in the bottom row helps
to consolidate your understanding. This is best done after the class or
workshop. This also helps identify gaps where further study or analysis
is required.

Ways to use this method:

Record: During the lecture / meeting, use the note-taking column to take
notes using telegraphic sentences

Questions: As soon after the session as possible, formulate questions
based on the notes In the right-hand column. Writing questions helps to
clarify meanings, reveal relationships, establish continuity, and
strengthen memory. In addition, writing questions sets up a perfect stage
for subsequent analysis later

Recite: Cover the note-taking column with a sheet of paper. Then,
looking at the questions or cue-words in the question and cue column
only, say aloud, in your own words, the facts, or ideas indicated by the
cue-words.

Reflect: Reflect on the material by asking yourself questions, for
example:

* What's the significance of these facts?

* How can | apply them?

* What principle are they based on?

« How do they fit in the context that | already know?
* What's beyond them?

Review: Spend some time reviewing your previous notes. If you do,
you'll retain a great deal for current use, as well as, identify
improvements or best practices for future engagements.
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16.3. The Outlining Method

Dash or indented outlining is usually best except for some science
classes such as physics or math. The information which is most general
begins at the left with each more specific group of facts indented with
spaces to the right. The relationships between the different parts are
carried out through indenting. No numbers, letters, or Roman numerals
are needed.

Method: Listening and then write in points in an organized pattern based
on space indention. Place major points farthest to the left. Indent each
more specific point to the right. Levels of importance will be indicated by
distance away from the major point. Indention can be as simple as or as
complex as labeling the indentions with Roman numerals or decimals.
Markings are not necessary as space relationships will indicate the
major/minor points.

Advantages: Well-organized system if done right. Outlining records
content as well as relationships. It also reduces editing and is easy to
review by turning main points into questions.

Disadvantages: Requires more thought in class for accurate
organization. This system may not show relationships by sequence
when needed. It doesn’t lend to diversity of a review attach for maximum
learning and question application. This system cannot be used if the
lecture is too fast.

When to Use: The outline format can be used if the lecture is presented
in outline organization. This may be either deductive (regular outline) or
inductive (reverse outline where minor points start building to a major
point). Use this format when there is enough time in the lecture to think
about and make organization decisions when they are needed. This
format can be most effective when your note-taking skills are super and
sharp and you can handle the outlining regardless of the note-taking
situation.

16.4. The Mapping Method

Mapping is a method that comprehension/concentration skills and
evolves in a note-taking form which relates each fact or idea to every
other fact or idea. Mapping is a graphic representation of the content of
a lecture. It is a method that maximizes active participation, affords
immediate knowledge as to its understanding, and emphasizes critical
thinking.

Advantages: This format helps you to visually track your lecture
regardless of conditions. Little thinking is needed and relationships can
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easily be seen. It is also easy to edit your notes by adding numbers,
marks, and colour coding. Review will call for you to restructure thought
processes which will force you to check understanding. Review by
covering lines for memory drill and relationships. Main points can be
written on flash or note cards and pieced together into a table or larger
structure at a later date.

Disadvantages: You may not hear changes in content from major points
to facts.

When to Use: Use when the lecture content is heavy and well-organized.
May also be used effectively when you have a guest lecturer and have
no idea how the lecture is going to be presented.

16.5. The Charting Method

If the lecture format is distinct (such as chronological), you may set up
your paper by drawing columns and labeling appropriate headings in a
table.

Method: Determine the categories to be covered in lecture. Set up your
paper in advance by columns headed by these categories. As you listen
to the lecture, record information (words, phrases, main ideas, etc.) into
the appropriate category.

Advantages: Helps you track conversation and dialogues where you
would normally be confused and lose out on relevant content. Reduces
amount of writing necessary. Provides easy review mechanism for both
memarization of facts and study of comparisons and relationships.

Disadvantages: Few disadvantages except learning how to use the
system and locating the appropriate categories. You must be able to
understand what’s happening in the lecture.

When to Use: Test will focus on both facts and relationships. Contents
is heavy and presented fast. You want to reduce the amount of time you
spend editing and reviewing at test time. You want to get an overview of
the whole course on one big paper sequence.

16.6. The Sentence Method

Write every new thought, fact or topic on a separate line, numbering as
you progress.

Advantages: Slightly more organized than the paragraph. Gets more or
all of the information. Thinking to tract content is still limited.

Disadvantages: Can’t determine major/minor points from the numbered
sequence. Difficult to edit without having to rewrite by clustering points
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which are related. Difficult to review unless editing cleans up
relationship.

When to Use: Use when the lecture is somewhat organized, but heavy
with content which comes fast. You can hear the different points, but you
don’t know how they fit together. The instructor tends to present in point
fashion, but not in grouping such as “three related points.”

Let Us Sum Up

In this Unit, you have learned about the following:

Note-taking is an important skill for students, especially at the college
level. In some contexts, such as college lectures, the main purpose of
taking notes may be to implant the material in the mind, the written notes
themselves being of secondary importance.

Many studies have been able to show that note taking in college
students has helped them become more engaged in the lecture and
allowed them to better comprehend the material.

Even when students fail to return to their notes and study them, they
have shown higher test scores and better comprehension when they
take notes versus not taking notes. The difference is even more
significant when the notes are hand written and reworded rather than
merely transcribed or typed.

Check your Progress

1. Write briefly about Note- taking.

2. Name the Various Methods of Note- taking.

Glossary

Hypnotized: To put somebody into an unconscious state where the
person's mind and actions can be controlled.

Coherence: The quality of being logical and consistent.
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Answers to Check your Progress

1. Note-taking (sometimes written as note taking or note taking) is the
practice of recording information from different sources and
platforms. By taking notes, the writer records the essence of the
information, freeing their mind from having to recall everything.

2. The various methods of note taking:
The Cornell method
The Outlining Method
The Mapping Method
The Charting Method
The Sentence Method

Suggested Readings

1. Evans, E. Derry. A Handbook of Writing. Cambridge University
Press, 2013.

2. Warburton, Nigel. The basics of essay writing. Routledge, 2020.

90



Block-5: Introduction

Block-5: Essay Writing - has been divided in to four Units.

Unit-17: Introduction to Essay Writing deals with Introduction, Parts of
an Essay and the Elements of an Essay.

Unit-18: Types of Essay Writing discuss with Introduction, Narrative
writing, Descriptive Writing, Persuasive Writing, Expository Writing and
the Creative Writing.

Unit-19: Steps of Essay Writing explains about Introduction, Pre-
Writes, Plan and Outline, Write a First Draft, Redraft and Revise, Edit
and Proofread

Unit-20: Essay on Current Topics presents about Introduction,
Advantages and Disadvantages of Work from Home - Essay on Corona
virus, Essay on Online classes vs Traditional Classes.

In all the units of Block -5 Essay Writing, the Check your progress,
Glossary, Answers to Check your progress and Suggested Reading has
been provided and the Learners are expected to attempt all the Check
your progress as part of study.
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Unit-17

Introduction to Essay Writing

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

17.1. Introduction

17.2. Parts of an Essay

17.3. Elements of an Essay

Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

After reading this unit students can able to develop the skills of creative
and critical thinking. They may experience the excitement of intellectual
discovery. This unit includes parts and elements of an essay.

Objectives

To understand the functions of essays and reports.

To demonstrate writing skills.

17.1. Introduction

An essay is, generally, a piece of writing that gives the author's own
argument, but the definition is vague, overlapping with those of a letter, a
paper, an article, a pamphlet, and a short story.

17.2. Parts of an Essay

Basic essay structure: the three main parts of an essay

Almost every single essay that's ever been written follows the same
basic structure:

1. Introduction, 2. Body paragraphs, 3. Conclusion

This structure has stood the test of time for one simple reason: It works.
It clearly presents the writer's position, supports that position with
relevant examples, and neatly ties their supporting arguments together
in a way that makes their position evident.

92



Introduction

It all starts here. This is where you introduce the topic you're discussing
in your essay and briefly summarize the points you'll make in the
paragraphs that follow.

This is also where you state your thesis. Your thesis is the most
important part of your essay because it's the point you're making. It
needs to take a clear stance and shouldn’t include hedging language
that undermines that stance like “seems to” or “possibly could.”

Here are a few examples of thesis statements:

In the final scene of The Awakening, Edna Pontellier's decision
demonstrates that it was impossible for her to have the lifestyle she truly
wanted in the society in which she lived. Due to its volatility and lack of
government regulation, Bitcoin cannot become a viable currency for
everyday purchases. While the habitability of Mars has not yet been
proven, evidence suggests that it was once possible due to bacteria
samples found on the Red Planet, An easy way to write your thesis
statement is to think of it as a summary of your essay. Your thesis
makes and supports your essay’s point in one concise sentence.

When you proofread your finished essay, make sure your thesis is
clearly stated in your introduction paragraph. If it's not clear, go back and
write a definitive thesis statement.

Body paragraphs

Your essay’s body paragraphs are where you support your thesis
statement with facts and evidence. Each body paragraph should focus
on one supporting argument for your thesis by discussing related data,
content, or events.

If you're not sure whether you should include a specific point or detail in
your body paragraphs, refer back to your thesis statement. If the detail
supports your thesis, it should be in your essay. If it doesn'’t, leave it out.
Your thesis statement is the core of your basic essay structure, so
everything else in the essay must relate to it somehow.

Conclusion

In your essay’s conclusion paragraph, you summarize the points you
made and bring your argument to its logical conclusion. Because your
reader is now familiar with your thesis, the summary in your conclusion
paragraph can be more direct and conclusive than the one in your intro
paragraph.
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17.3. Elements of an Essay

Element 1: Purpose

When we talk about the purpose of a paragraph, we are talking about
the reasons that a writer is writing a particular paragraph. For writers to
stay focused on their topic, they must understand the purpose that they
are trying to accomplish. The purpose is the goal the writer is trying to
achieve.

The three most common goals of academic writing are: to inform the
readers, to persuade the readers, to entertain the readers

Element 2: Audience

The second element of good writing is to keep your audience in mind as
you write. The term audience refers to the readers. Good writers know
who their audience is before they start writing. Good writers keep their
audience in mind as they write every sentence in their paragraphs.

Element 3: Clarity

Clarity refers to how easy it is for the reader to understand your writing.
Good writers explain their points clearly. Clear sentences are not vague
or indirect; they get the point across to the reader by using specific,
concise language.

Element 4: Unity

Unity in a paragraph means that all the sentences are related to the
topic sentence and its controlling idea. Good writers stay on topic by
making sure that each supporting sentence relates to the topic sentence.

Element 5: Coherence

A piece of writing has coherence when all of the ideas are organized and
flow smoothly and logically from one to the next. When a paragraph or
essay has coherence, the reader can follow the main ideas more easily.

Three important features of coherence are logical order, repetition of
keywords and use of transitional words and phrases.

Let Us Sum Up

Essays are commonly used as literary criticism, political manifestos,
learned arguments, observations of daily life, recollections, and
reflections of the author. Almost all modern essays are written in prose,
but works in verse have been dubbed essays (e.g., Alexander Pope's An
Essay on Criticism and An Essay on Man). While brevity usually defines
an essay, voluminous works like John Locke's An Essay Concerning
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Human Understanding and Thomas Malthus's An Essay on the Principle
of Population are counterexamples.

Check your Progress

1. How many parts of an essay?

2. Name the elements of the essay.

Glossary

Manifesto: A written statement by a political party that
explains it hopes to do it becomes the government
in the future.

Literary Criticism: The art or practice of judging and commenting on
the qualities and character of literary works.

Answers to Check your Progress

1. Basic essay structure: the three main parts of an essay: Introduction,
Body paragraphs and Conclusion.

2. The elements of the essay:
Element 1: Purpose
Element 2: Audience
Element 3: Clarity
Element 4: Unity

Element 5: Coherence

Suggested Readings

1. Evans, E. Derry. A Handbook of Writing. Cambridge University
Press, 2013.

2. Warburton, Nigel. The basics of essay writing. Routledge, 2020.
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Unit-18

Types of Essay Writing

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

18.1. Introduction

18.2. Narrative writing
18.3. Descriptive Writing
18.4. Persuasive Writing
18.5. Expository Writing
18.6. Creative Writing
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress
Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress
Suggested Readings

Overview

An essay is a focused piece of writing designed to inform or persuade.
There are many different types of essay, but they are often defined in
four categories: argumentative, expository, narrative, and descriptive
essays.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:
To understand the functions of essays and reports.

To demonstrate writing skills.

18.1. Introduction

An essay is a focused piece of writing designed to inform or persuade.
There are many different types of essays but they are often defined in
five categories: narrative, descriptive, persuasive, expository and
creative essays.

18.2. Narrative Writing

A narrative essay is a type of essay that has a single motif, or a central
point, around which the whole narrative revolves. All incidents,
happenings, and characters revolve around a single motif presented in
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the narrative. A narrative essay is similar to a simple five- paragraph
essay, in that it has the same format. It is only different in that it is a
narrative, having characters, incidents, and dialogues.

18.3. Descriptive Writing

A descriptive essay gives a detailed description of the topic and paints a
picture with words in the reader’'s mind. It could be about an object,
place, person, emotion, situation, or anything. It seems similar to writing
a narrative essay but it is different and presents different points of view.

Elements of a Descriptive Essay
It comprises of five basic elements including;
Sensory Details

It involves arousing the emotions of the readers and creating an
association with them. They paint a picture of the subject for the reader
and engage their senses like sight, touch, smell, and taste.

Figurative Language

Using figurative language is one of the main elements of a descriptive
essay. The use of metaphors, similes, adjectives, and adverbs, etc.
creates the character sketch of the subject. This sketch helps the
readers feel what the writer felt about the subject and helps him visualize
the subject.

Central Theme

The central theme shapes and directs the essay’s content and helps
organize the details. It should be well defined and focused on a single
point.

Precise Language

The effect of your essay depends on the type of language that you have
used in it. The language should emphasize the main theme and aim of
the essay. Therefore, avoid using vague and ambiguous words.

Organize your Ideas

An organized structure is an essential element of this essay. Also, the
chronology, spatial location, and order play an important role.

18.4. Persuasive Writing

A persuasive essay is a type of essay that presents logical arguments
with emotional appeal in order to sway readers to a particular point of
view. Persuasive essays can be both a form of academic writing and
personal writing.
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Elements of a Persuasive Essay

A good persuasive essay should feature three essential components
known as modes of persuasion. These elements, coined by philosopher
Aristotle himself, work together to make a compelling and effective
argument that attempts to persuade others’ points of view.

Ethos: Ethos is an element of argument and persuasion through which a
speaker establishes their credibility and knowledge, as well as their good
moral character. Readers are more likely to trust someone with credible
knowledge, personal experience, or standing within a community.
Including ethos-or ethics-in your persuasive writing can help sell your
point of view.

Pathos: Pathos is an appeal made to an audience’s emotions in order to
evoke feelings. Triggering particular emotions in your audience can help
them connect with you as a narrator. This provides a layer of interest to
your readers as well, making your writing more compelling and stickier.

Logos: Logos is a rhetorical or persuasive appeal to the audience’s logic
and rationality. Good persuasive writing outlines a series of logical
reasons that the reader should believe the writer's argument.

18.5. Expository Writing

An expository essay is an essay that communicates factual information.
Broadly, this type of writing is known as expository writing. Expository
essays rely on different structures to communicate their positions, like
compare and contrast, process essays, and analyzing cause and effect.

Types of Expository Essays. They are five:

Definition (descriptive) essays: they give information by explaining the
meaning of a word or a concept. Here you tell readers about places,
situations, or experience concerning the concept. Classification essays:
they break down a broad topic into categories. Here you start an
expository essay with the general subject and then define and give
examples of each subgroup within it.

Causel/effect essays: they explain the cause of something and how
things affect each other within the concept. Here you identify the
relations between two subjects, focus on what happened between them,
and talk about the effect of that interaction.

Compare/contrast essays: they describe the similarities and differences
between two or more concepts, places, people, etc.
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Process essays: they explain a step-by-step process of something, its
procedure, or how to do it. Your goal here is to give instructions to
readers. Sometimes, this type of expository essays is called a
problem/solution essay: you describe a problem and then tell readers
how to solve it.

18.6. Creative Essay Writing

Creative Essay by definition, involves being ‘creative’: making things up,
letting your imagination run wild. Essays are about being factual and
objective, communicating ideas and arguments in the clearest way
possible and attempting to enhance the reader’s knowledge, rather than
their imagination.

Researching your topic

Make notes and gather important information about the topic you're
going to cover. It's important to be accurate, even if you've chosen a
subject a little odd — like time travel. Research can make your story
seem more advanced.

Plan the basic structure

Decide how your story is going to start, how it's going to end, and what's
going to happen in the middle. How are you going to introduce your
character? What major event or issue are they going to face? Will they
fix a problem only to be faced with another, bigger one?

Write a rough draft

Get something down on paper, then read through and think about where
you might need to expand on your ideas or develop something further.
This is a great opportunity to remove any unnecessary information that
doesn’t add to the story too.

Getting started

Now you have all the basics of a plan, you can start really working on
your essay. Some people prefer to start with a title and use it guide their
writing structure. Other people find choosing a title is too difficult before
they've seen how the story goes themselves. You might find it easier to
choose a placeholder title so you can come back and edit it later.
Whenever you write your title, make sure it has an impact. The right
option is usually a witty, engaging title to let readers know what the story
is about. You might choose a fun title like (Google) ‘Searching for
answers’, for a story about a murder which happens when your
character is running the Google HQ. If you followed the tips above, after
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your title, you'll be able to start polishing your outline. The best structure
for a creative essay is usually the Oxford 3-point method.

Set up

This is where you establish the characters, the location, and the
relationship people have to each other. You can also use some
foreshadowing here if you know what's going to happen later in your
story, like having a character watch an episode of Quantum Leap during
the introduction if they’re going to time travel later.

Confrontation

This is where the story has a turning point. Something happens to form
the crux of the action. Maybe your character is suddenly transported
back in time, and they're now on the run from the police who think
they're a distant ancestor and crime boss. The challenge needs to be
significant enough to capture the reader’s attention. A character tripping
in the street isn’t enough of a confrontation.

Let Us Sum Up

In this Unit, you have learned about the following:

Writing various sorts of essays effectively has become important to
academic success. Essay writing is a regular school task, a requirement
on college applications, and an element of standardized tests. Choosing
the proper sort of essay to write in response to a writing prompt is crucial
to answering the question correctly on examinations.

Check your Progress

1. What is expository essay?

2. Define Narrative essay writing.

Glossary

Resolution: The quality of being firm and determined.

Foreshadowing: To show or act as a sign of something that will
happen in the future.
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Answers to Check your Progress

1. An expository essay is an essay that communicates factual
information. Broadly, this type of writing is known as expository
writing. Expository essays rely on different structures to
communicate their positions, like compare and contrast, process
essays, and analyzing cause and effect.

2. A narrative essay is a type of essay that has a single motif, or a
central point, around which the whole narrative revolves. All
incidents, happenings, and characters revolve around a single motif
presented in the narrative.

Suggested Readings

1. Evans, E. Derry. A Handbook of Writing. Cambridge University
Press, 2013.

2. Warburton, Nigel. The basics of essay writing. Routledge, 2020.
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Unit-19

Steps of Essay Writing

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

19.1. Introduction

19.2. Pre-Writes

19.3. Plan and Outline
19.4. Write a First Draft
19.5. Redraft and Revise
19.6. Edit and Proofread
Let Us Sum Up

Check your progress
Glossary

Answers to Check your Progress
Suggested Readings

Overview

Knowing how to write an essay is a skill that you can use throughout
your life. The ability to organize ideas that you use in constructing an
essay will help you write business letters, company memos, and
marketing materials for your clubs and organization.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able:
To understand the functions of essays and reports.

To demonstrate writing skills.

19.1. Introduction

An essay is a common type of academic writing that you'll likely be
asked to do in multiple classes. Before you start writing your essay,
make sure you understand the details of the assignment so that you
know how to approach the essay and what your focus should be. Once
you've chosen a topic, do some research and narrow down the main
argument(s) you'd like to make. From there, you'll need to write an
outline and flesh out your essay, which should consist of an introduction,
body, and conclusion. After your essay is drafted, spend some time
revising it to ensure your writing is as strong as possible.
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19.2. Pre-Writes

To make a first draft of ideas and format for an essay, thesis, article, or
book as a plan for the actual writing.

Five Useful Strategies
Listing

Listing is a process of generating a lot of information within a short time
by generating some broad ideas and then building on those associations
for more detail. Listing is particularly useful if you're starting topic is very
broad and you need to narrow it down.

Clustering

Clustering, also called mind mapping or idea mapping, is a strategy that
allows you to explore the relationships between ideas.

Free writing

Free writing is a process of generating a lot of information by writing
non-stop for a predetermined amount of time. It allows you to focus on a
specific topic, but forces you to write so quickly that you are unable to
edit any of your ideas.

Looping
Looping is a free writing technigue that allows you to focus your ideas
continually while trying to discover a writing topic.

The Journalists' Questions

The journalists' questions are a powerful way to develop a great deal of
information about a topic very quickly. Learning to ask the appropriate
guestions about a topic takes practice.

Possible generic questions you can ask using the six journalists'
guestions follow

Who? Who are the participants? Who is affected? Who are the primary
actors? Who are the secondary actors?

What? What is the topic? What is the significance of the topic? What is
the basic problem? What are the issues related to that problem?

Where? Where does the activity take place? Where does the problem or
issue have its source? At what place is the cause or effect of the
problem most visible?
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When? When is the issue most apparent? (in the past? present?
future?) When did the issue or problem develop? What historical forces
helped shape the problem or issue and at what point in time will the
problem or issue culminate in a crisis? When is action needed to
address the issue or problem?

Why? Why did the issue or problem arise? Why is it (your topic) an issue
or problem at all? Why did the issue or problem develop in the way that
it did?

How? How is the issue or problem significant? How can it be

addressed? How does it affect the participants? How can the issue or
problem be resolved?

19.3. Plan and Outline

An essay outline is a way of planning the structure of your essay before
you start writing. It involves writing quick summary sentences or phrases
for every point you will cover in each paragraph, giving you a picture of
how your argument will unfold.

Steps to Plan and Outline:
Step One: Select Your Format and Input Basic Ideas

Step Two: Add Supporting Information and Begin to Develop a
Paragraph

Step Three: Elaborate on Supporting Information and Include Essay
Details

Step Four: Consider How You Will Conclude Your Paper.

19.4. Write a First Draft

A draft is a version of your writing in paragraph form. The first draft is
when you move from the outline stage and write a complete version of
your paper for the first time.

A first draft is often called a 'rough draft', and as this suggests, it will be
very 'rough' and far from perfect. The first draft will lead on to a second
draft, third draft, fourth draft and so on as you refine your ideas.

Redraft And Revise
Re Draft

Really going from draft to final version requires rethinking the flow of
logic of your writing; you will have to allow yourself to redraft your essay.
Redrafting means this: looking again at how each piece of your
argument fits together in the whole. Shift paragraphs around—don’t worry
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about losing your train of thought. Delete unnecessary information—or if
you think it fits better elsewhere, re-place it. Outlining your paper as it
stands in the current draft can be very helpful for figuring out how you
are presenting your ideas and can make it much easier to see where
you need to reorder your information, add more support, or delete
unnecessary material. Or, if you are a visual person, try a crafts
approach. Print your essay out (single-sided) and cut it into paragraph-
long pieces. Shuffle the pieces around so that you've mixed up their
original order entirely. Then individually read and place the
pieces/paragraph in the order that the ideas connect. As you tape or pin
the parts together, you might find that the paragraphs are coming
together in different ways than in your original draft.

Revise

Revision means rethinking your thesis. It is unreasonable to expect to
come up with the best thesis possible — one that accounts for all aspects
of your topic — before beginning a draft, or even during a first draft. The
best theses evolve; they are actually produced during the writing
process. Successful revision involves bringing your thesis into focus—or
changing it altogether. Successful revision involves bringing the
strongest ideas to the front of the essay, reordering the main points, and
cutting irrelevant sections.

It also involves making the argument’s structure visible by strengthening
topic sentences and transitions. Revision takes time, Revision means
making structural changes. Revision doesn’t necessarily mean rewriting
the whole paper. Sometimes it means revising the thesis to match what
you've discovered while writing. Sometimes it means coming up with
stronger arguments to defend your position, or coming up with more
vivid examples to illustrate your points. Sometimes it means shifting the
order of your paper to help the reader follow your argument, or to
change the emphasis of your points. Sometimes it means adding or
deleting material for balance or emphasis.

Edit and Proof Reading

Editing and proofreading are different steps in the process of revising a
text. Editing can involve major changes to content, structure and
language, but proofreading focuses only on minor errors and
inconsistencies. Often a text will go through several stages of editing
before it is proofread. The table below shows some common steps in the
editing process.
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Let’s Sum Up

In this Unit, you have learned about the following:

The style, structure, and focus of your essay will vary depending on the
type of essay you are writing. If you've been assigned to write an essay
for a class, review the assignment carefully and look for information
about the nature of the essay.

Check Your Progress

1. Write the steps to write an essay.

2. What are the four stages of editing and proof reading?

3. What is the significance of editing?

Glossary
Misspelled: To spell something wrongly.
Restructuring: Organize differently.

Answer to Check Your Progress

1. .

Choose a topic: Start by selecting a topic that interests you
and fits the requirements of the assignment. If you're given a
specific topic, make sure to read the prompt carefully to
ensure you understand the expectations.

Conduct research: Gather information about your topic
from reliable sources such as books, journals, articles, and
websites. Take notes and keep track of your sources so you
can cite them later.

Create an outline: Organize your thoughts and ideas into an
outline that includes an introduction, body paragraphs, and a
conclusion. This will help you structure your essay and
ensure that your ideas flow logically.

2.  The four stages of editing and proofreading are:

Structural editing: This is the first stage of editing, which
involves evaluating the overall structure and organization of
your essay. It includes checking the flow of your ideas, the
logical sequence of your arguments, and the relevance of
your supporting evidence.

Copy editing: This stage focuses on the language and style
of your essay. It involves reviewing and revising the
grammar, punctuation, spelling, and sentence structure. This
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stage also checks for consistency in tone, style, and
formatting.

. Content editing: This stage involves checking the accuracy
of the facts and details presented in your essay. It includes
verifying the sources of your information and ensuring that
your arguments are supported by reliable evidence.

. Proofreading: This is the final stage of editing, which
involves carefully reviewing your essay for errors and typos.
It includes checking for mistakes in spelling, grammar, and
punctuation, as well as formatting and layout issues. This
stage is critical for ensuring that your essay is error-free and
polished.

3. Editing is a crucial step in the writing process that helps to
refine and improve the quality of your writing. Here are some
of the significant benefits of editing:

. Clarity and coherence: Editing can help to ensure that your
ideas are presented clearly and coherently, making it easier
for your readers to understand your arguments.

. Accuracy and reliability: Editing helps to ensure that your
work is accurate and reliable by verifying the sources of your
information and checking for errors and inconsistencies.

. Professionalism: Editing can help to give your work a
professional look and feel, by ensuring that it is well-
structured, well-written, and error-free.

Suggested Readings

1. "The Elements of Style" by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White
2. "On Writing Well" by William Zinsser

3. "Writing Essays for Dummies” by Mary Page and Carrie Winstanley
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Unit - 20

Essay on Current Topics

STRUCTURE

Overview

Objectives

20.1. Introduction

20.2. Advantages and Disadvantages of Work from Home
20.3. Essay on Corona virus

20.4. Essay on Online classes vs Traditional Classes
Let’'s sum up

Check your progress

Glossary

Answer for check your progress

Suggested Readings

Overview

An essay on a current topic is a piece of writing that discusses a subject
that is relevant and significant at the present time. The topic could be
related to social issues, politics, science, technology, environment,
health, education, or any other field. Students can understand the
importance of creative and critical thinking of essay writing. By reading
various examples of essays they will not only familiar with the format and
techniques of essay writing but also analyses the situations to covey
through essay type of writing.

Objectives

After completion of this unit, you will be able to know about:
Advantages and Disadvantages of Work from Home
Essay on Corona virus
Essay on Online classes vs Traditional Classes

20.1. Introduction

An essay does more than inform or persuade a reader. The process of
essay teaches a student how to research a topic and organize her
thoughts into an introduction, a body and a conclusion. Essay writing
objectives apply to expository and persuasive essays on a variety of
topics.
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20.2. Advantages and Disadvantages of Work from Home

Nowadays a new way of working has emerged that is work from home.
Work from home means employees are required to do their tasks from
their homes. It is good for employees as they can work according to their
planned schedule. A recent study about work from home says it is
beneficial for the employees to do their work from their place as this will
increase the productivity of employees. It is beneficial for the company
also as it helps them to save a lot of money. Everything has its own
merits and demerits.

Advantages of Work from Home
Your place, your method of doing work

When you are doing work from home, you can choose any place where
you want to sit and does your office work. People who are working from
their homes have the advantage of establishing their office wherever
they like.

You can design your place as you like. It is always a plus point for the
employees to do work in a good environment and when they are working
from their own homes what more can they ask for. By doing work from a
place that offers you a very pleasant environment, it increases the
productivity as well as the efficiency of the employees. A good working
environment is essential.

Managing your time according to your will

Work from home offers a crucial aspect: your working hours. While
completing or doing your task from your home, you have full control over
your working hours. You can manage them and do your work according
to your wish and on your time. You can do your work whenever you are
in the mood to do it. On the good side, we can say that when

Employees have open timing to do their tasks, it increases their
productivity, and sometimes employees end up doing more than what is
asked. While coming to the office employees need to think about what
clothes they have to wear; also they face a lot of traffic and many other
discomforts. But now when the employees are doing their work from
home, they need not have to have all these problems. They can wear
anything they want to and can start their work within a few minutes and
are getting up ready.

Flexible schedule

Employees can have their schedule as they like, and having your
schedule is a big lex and kind of stress buster. You can enjoy anything
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anytime. If you are willing to do your work, you can start your work, and
on the other hand, if someday or sometimes you are not willing to do
your work, you can simply sit back and relax.

You can have your meals at any weird time of the day. You can also talk
to your family members and friends without having a fear of completing
your task on time. To increase your productivity, you can even take
small breaks and catch up with your family members. This will keep your
interest in the work you are doing.

Enjoy your independence

Enjoy your own company and be the best version of yourself is what
work from home teaches us. When you are in need and don't find any
co-worker by your side to help you, you become proactive and learn to
handle things independently. Work from home prepares you to be self-
reliable. While doing the work from home, you may encounter some
technical issues which you can't handle or deal with, and that is okay.
You try to solve issues; you learn new things. You develop your new
skills and abilities. Being on your own and independent is always good in
your field. You can use these tips while Resume making for freshers.

Extra focus on work-

When you are doing the work from your home, you cut yourself from all
the unnecessary things that waste your time, like attending meetings or
taking breaks frequently or indulging yourself in gossips, and many more
things.

When you do the task in your home, it creates a sense of responsibility
as you are far away from your workplace and work desk, which
inculcates in yourself a sense of authority as well as responsibility. Also,
when you are away from any work politics, then you will increase your
productivity.

Sometimes it becomes difficult to cut yourself from any embarrassing
moment, and you had to choose between your co-workers and your
boss. So, work from home is good for many people in such situations.

You have some time for your own-

Another advantage of doing work from home is you have some time for
yourself. You can manage your work and then take out some time to
maintain your health.

You can take proper care of yourself. You can go out for work and have
some refreshments. You can be more inclined towards your work and
cut yourself off from all the dirty politics of work and focus on your

assignments.
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Disadvantages of Work from Home
The increased cost of tele communication

You have to attend every meeting that takes place in your organization,
and you have to be attentive about such things. You have to long
teleconferencing calls, update the status through your cell phones and
also attend normal meetings. To do all such tasks, you require data, and
this will increase your telecommunication cost. You are the one who has
borne all the cost. When you do your work from the office, then such
costs are none of your concern.

Communication issues

Managing all your work from home can sometimes cause problems. Due
to slow data connectivity, you delay your work. Also, sometimes you
miss important phone calls and meetings. These small things can create
big problems in your work. Slow or poor connectivity is one of the
reasons for employees' decreased productivity. Due to this, some people
lose interest in their work.

No staff interaction

When every employee of an organization is working from their
respective homes and is not catching up, the employees lack
communication. Doing work from home leaves the employees in no
terms of communication. Employees start working towards achieving
their personal goals rather than focusing on achieving Organizational
goals. When all the employees of the same organization are not focused
enough to achieve the organizational goal then how can any
organization grow and achieve its targets. So it's essential to conduct
together and parties so that staff remain in touch with each other and
they maintain coordination within themselves and work as an
organization as a whole and not individuals.

The developmental activities of the company are missed

Work from home cannot be compared to a regular office as by doing the
work from home employees miss many important occasions of the
organization like attending birthday events, newsletters and inauguration
of new technology and other crucial things.

Also, by doing work from home, employees don't get sufficient training
and fieldwork. When any new employee joins the organization, he/she
doesn't get proper training as well as a proper orientation session. New
employees remain unaware of the Organizational environment and the
co-workers.
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All the employees should be there to enjoy the success of the company
when the company launches any new product, service, or technology as
it is the hard work of employees. But due to the new concept of work
from home, employees can not enjoy that.

Lots of distractions

When you are doing your work from home, you will go through lots and
lots of distractions. You cannot focus on your work for 4 to 5 hours.
Because you are sitting home, you will be asked to do many things
which will not let you do your work correctly. There might be situations
like taking care of kids and doing household chores or attending guests
and other stuff, and by doing all such tasks, you forget to attend your
meeting or important call. If you want to be on top of the leader board,
then you have to maintain a proper schedule and do things in the right
manner. Mixing up all the things and doing them simultaneously will do
no good.

Laziness

The major disadvantage of doing the work from home is that you
become less active and become lazy. Laziness is a very bad part of
doing work from home. You start to skip things and mix up your
schedule. Laziness may also lead to many diseases. You should do your
work properly, take a proper break, and have a good routine that
includes regular workout sessions.

Conclusion

In the above essay, all the advantages and disadvantages of work from
home are discussed. You can go through them and make your schedule
so that you will remain productive while working from home.

20.3. Essays on Corona Virus

Corona virus continues to be a serious health risk for the public. As it is
a virus, it is essential to understand that viruses will change continually
and new versions will keep emerging. Consequently, we must be ready
with everything to tackle it accordingly. Let’s take a look at some corona
virus tips to help understand how we can handle it.

Everything you need to know about Corona virus Tips

First and foremost, we must ensure that we’re getting our corona virus
tips from legit sources. With the ongoing phobia of the virus, different
people are coming up with different tips and tricks. However, not all of
them will work. Therefore, make sure you follow WHO guidelines or your
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government or doctor’s guidelines. We’'ll now look at some corona virus
tips in detail:

Stay Safe

You must stay safe and keep others safe too. This pandemic can go
away with teamwork only not individual work. We must protect everyone
around us as well as ourselves. Firstly, take the vaccine when you get
the chance. Follow the local guidelines and get it as soon as possible.
Further, maintain physical distancing with others. At least 1 meter of
distance must be maintained from others. Even if you don’t feel they are
sick, maintain the distance. Avoid going in between crowds and close
contact. Further, wear a mask that fits you properly. It will come into use
when you cannot distance yourself physically or the space is not well
ventilated. After that, keep cleaning your hands with a sanitizer. Make
sure it is alcohol-based. If not, wash your hands with soap and water.
Further, cover your mouth when you are coughing or sneezing. If you
don’t have a mask, cover it with your bent elbow. Finally, self-isolate if
you develop COVID-19 symptoms.

Mask Up

Wear your mask properly when you are going out or have COVID-19.
Make sure it covers your nose, mouth and chin. Also, clean your hands
before putting them on and after taking them off. Dispose of the
disposable masks after covering them. If it is a fabric mask, wash it
properly. Most importantly, do not use masks that have valves.

Create a Safer Environment

You are at a greater risk of getting COVID-19 when you are in a very
crowded place or one that does not have proper ventilation. To create a
safer environment, make sure you avoid closed and crowded spaces.
Further, do not get in close contact with anyone. Similarly, choose
outdoor gatherings if you wish to meet someone with outdoor air. In
closed settings, open the windows for natural ventilation and wear a
mask.

Maintain Good Hygiene

Follow good respiratory hygiene to protect yourself and others from the
virus. Clean your hands frequently with a sanitizer that is alcohol-based.
Dispose of the tissues when using it for coughing or sneezing properly.
Keep disinfecting and cleaning surfaces frequently. Make sure you do it
for those that people touch often. For instance, door handles phone
screens, faucets, etc.
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Conclusion

All in all, make sure you are getting your coronavirus tips from reliable
sources. Further, you must also not follow unofficial sources for
coronavirus treatment. Get medical help if the need arises. Stay safe
and protect others too.

20.4. Essays on Online Classes Vs. Traditional Classes

Introduction

Modern technology has infiltrated the education sector and as a result,
many college students now prefer taking online classes, as opposed to
attending the traditional regular classes. This is because online classes
are convenient for such students, and more so for those who have to
both work and attend classes.

As such, online learning gives them the flexibility that they needed. In
addition, online learning also gives an opportunity to students and
professionals who would not have otherwise gone back to school to get
the necessary qualifications. However, students who have enrolled for
online learning do not benefit from the one-on-one interaction with their
peers and teachers. The essay shall endeavour to examine the
differences between online classes and the traditional classes, with a
preference for the later.

Differences between online classes and traditional classes

Online classes mainly take place through the internet. As such, online
classes lack the regular student teacher interaction that is common with
traditional learning. On the other hand, learning in traditional classes
involves direct interaction between the student and the instructors
(Donovan, Mader and Shinsky 286).This is beneficial to both the leaner
and the instructors because both can be bale to establish a bond. In
addition, student attending the traditional classroom often have to
adhere to strict guidelines that have been established by the learning
institution.

As such, students have to adhere to the established time schedules. On
the other hand, students attending online classes can learn at their own
time and pace. One advantage of the traditional classes over online
classes is that students who are not disciplined enough may not be able
to sail through successfully because there is nobody to push them
around. With traditional classes however, there are rules to put them in
check. As such, students attending traditional classes are more likely to
be committed to their education (Donovan et al 286).
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Another advantage of the traditional classes is all the doubts that
students might be having regarding a given course content can be
cleared by the instructor on the spot, unlike online learning whereby
such explanations might not be as coherent as the student would have
wished. With the traditional classes, students are rarely provided with
the course materials by their instructors, and they are therefore expected
to take their own notes. This is important because they are likely to
preserve such note and use them later on in their studies. In contrast,
online students are provided with course materials in the form of video or
audio texts.

They can also download such course materials online. Such learning
materials can be deleted or lost easily compared with handwritten class
notes, and this is a risk. Although the basic requirements for a student
attending online classes are comparatively les in comparison to students
attending traditional classes, nonetheless, it is important to note that
online students are also expected to be internet savvy because all
learning takes place online. This would be a disadvantage for the regular
student; only that internet savvy is not a requirement. Students
undertaking online learning are likely to be withdrawn because they
hardly interact one-on-one with their fellow online students or even their
instructors. The only form of interaction is online. As such, it becomes
hard for them to develop a special bond with other students and
instructors. With traditional learning however, students have the freedom
to interact freely and this helps to strengthen their existing bond.

Conclusion

Online learning is convenient and has less basic requirements compared
with traditional learning. It also allows learners who would have ordinarily
not gone back to school to access an education. However, online
students do not benefit from a close interaction with their peers and
instructors as do their regular counterparts. Also, regular students can
engage their instructors more easily and relatively faster in case they
want to have certain sections of the course explained, unlike online
students.

Let’s Sum Up

An essay is nothing but a piece of content which is written from the
perception of writer or author. Essays are similar to a story, pamphlet,
thesis, etc. The best thing about Essay is you can use any type of
language — formal or informal.
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Check Your Progress

1. Write an Essay on Contribution of Technology in Education
2. Write an Essay on Time and Tide wait for none

3. Write an Essay on A Stich in Time saves nine.

Glossary

Infiltrated: To enter an organization, etc. secretly so that you can
find out what it is doing.

Flexibility: Willingness to change or compromise.

Answer to Check Your Progress

1. Technology has revolutionized every aspect of our lives, including
the field of education. The integration of technology in education has
transformed the traditional teaching and learning methods, making
them more interactive, engaging, and efficient. In this essay, we will
discuss the various contributions of technology in education.

2. The proverb "time and tide wait for none" is a reminder that time is a
precious resource that once lost, cannot be regained. It emphasizes
the importance of utilizing time wisely and making the most of every
moment. Time is a constant and non-renewable resource. No matter
how wealthy or influential a person may be, they cannot buy more
time. Everyone has the same 24 hours in a day, and how we choose
to use that time determines the success or failure of our endeavors.

3. The proverb "a stitch in time saves nine" is a reminder that it is
always better to address a problem early on, rather than waiting for it
to worsen and become more difficult to fix. The proverb is often used
to emphasize the importance of taking preventive measures and
addressing issues as soon as they arise.

The origin of the proverb can be traced back to the world of tailoring,
where a small tear or hole in a piece of clothing can be quickly
mended with just a few stitches. However, if the tear is left
unattended, it can become larger and more difficult to repair. The
same principle applies to various aspects of life, from personal
relationships to business ventures.

Procrastination and neglect can often lead to larger problems that
require more time, effort, and resources to fix. Addressing a problem
early on can save time and prevent further damage. For example, if
a small leak is detected in a water pipe, fixing it immediately can
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prevent the pipe from bursting and causing extensive damage to the
surrounding area.

The proverb also highlights the importance of being proactive and
taking preventive measures. Regular maintenance and inspection
can help identify potential problems before they escalate into major
issues. This can apply to personal health, where regular check-ups
and healthy habits can prevent the development of chronic illnesses.

In conclusion, "a stitch in time saves nine" emphasizes the
importance of being proactive, taking preventive measures, and
addressing problems early on. By doing so, we can save time, effort,
and resources while preventing further damage and ensuring a
smoother and more successful outcome.
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Model End Semester Examination Question Paper
B.A.(Hons)English/ B.A.(Hons) Economics
Course Code: DLENG-31/ Course Title: English-llI
Max Marks: 70 Time: 3 hours

PART — A (2 Marks) 5x2=10 Marks
Answer any FIVE questions out of EIGHT questions
[All questions carry equal marks]

(1). What is a 'Problem Play'?
(2). Name any two major playwrights of the Theatre of the Absurd.
(3). How does melodrama differ from realistic drama?
(4). Name any two comedies written by Shakespeare.
(5). Who delivers the funeral oration in Julius Caesar?
(6). Define scanning in reading comprehension.
(7). What is skimming in reading?
(8). Mention two key features of a good précis writing?
PART - B (5 Marks) 4x5=20 Marks

Answer any FOUR questions out of SEVEN questions
[All questions carry equal marks]

(9). How does tragicomedy differ from tragedy and comedy?

(10). Describe the life of William Shakespeare?

(11). Explain how ‘Waiting for Godot’ exemplifies the Theatre of the
Absurd?

(12). Discuss the main theme of The Monkey’s Paw by W.W. Jacobs.
(13). What is a monologue? Explain its purpose in drama and literature.
(14). Define problem plays and realistic drama?

(15). Mention two key techniques used in Epic Theatre?

PART — C (10 Marks) 4x10=40 Marks
Answer any FOUR questions out of SEVEN questions
[All questions carry equal marks]

(16). Discuss any three famous modern plays and their significance in
the world of drama?

(17). Analyze Mark Antony’s funeral speech in Act Ill, Scene Il of Julius
Caesar?

(18). Explain the different types of drama. Describe their main features
and give examples of each type?

(19). Discuss the key developments, important playwrights, and how
modern drama differs from classical drama?

(20). Explain different types of reading and suggest strategies to improve
reading comprehension.

(21). Explain the process and importance of note-taking.

(22). Describe the structure and provide tips for improving essay writing
quality.
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SWAYAM PRABHA

The SWAYAM PRABHA is a group of 40 DTH channels devoted to
telecasting of high-quality educational programmes on 24X7 basis using the
GSAT-15 satellite. Every day, there will be new content for at least (4) hours
which would be repeated 5 more times in a day, allowing the students to
choose the time of their convenience. The channels are uplinked from
BISAG-N, Gandhinagar. The contents are provided by [ITs, UGC, CEC,
IGNOU. The INFLIBNET Centre maintains the web portal.

Open and Distance Learning (ODL) students of Vels Institute of
Science, Technology and Advanced Studies(VISTAS) are advised to use
the SWAYAM PRABHA (A good initiative of Ministry of Education,
Government of India) as part of supplementary learning materials in addition
to the Self Learning Materials(SLM) supplied to the students.

Open and Distance Learning (ODL) students of VISTAS can also visit
https://[swayamprabha.gov.in/ and under Higher Education can view the
videos uploaded in the website.
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